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For  missionary  doctor... 

Gaza’s  gall  bladders,  not  gunshot  wounds,  focus  of  surgery 


GAZA  (BP)  —  Peace?  To  Dean  Fitzger¬ 
ald  it  means  operating  on  sick  gall  bladders 
instead  of  gunshot  wounds. 

The  Southern  Baptist  physician  and  sur¬ 
geon  still  goes  to  work  each  day  at  Ahli 
Arab  Hospital  and  still  has  a  heavy  case¬ 
load.  But  the  adrenaline-pumping  shootings 
so  predominant  during  the  Intifada  —  the 
Palestinian  uprising  against  Israeli  occupa¬ 
tion  —  have  vanished.  -  —  ^ ' 

As  Gaza  struggles  to  lift  itself  to  self- 
government,  conditions  approaching  nor¬ 
mal  are  returning  to  this  narrow  strip  of 
rocky  land  tucked  between  Israel,  Egypt, 
and  the  Mediterranean.  “Normal,”  of 
course,  is  hard  to  define  here. 

On  the  surface,  things  look  better.  The 
nightmarish  painted  slogans  of  death  once 
covering  most  storefronts  during  the  Intifa¬ 
da  have  been  whitewashed  over.  Burning 
tires  have  long  gone  and  perennially  poor 
roads  are  getting  patches. 

“1  think  there’s  a  good  deal  more  pride 
in  the  surroundings  now  that  people  feel 
they  have  possession  of  the  land  more  or 
less,”  said  Dona  Fitzgerald,  a  Southern 
Baptist  representative  who  ministers 
through  Gaza  Baptist  Church  in  Gaza  City. 

Stores  and  shops  are  filled  with  goods, 
indicating  more  prosperity  than  actually 
exists.  Asked  if  business  is  good,  several 
shopkeepers  in  Gaza  City  just  shook  their 
heads  sadly.  “Business?  There  isn’t  any. 
Nobody  has  any  money,”  said  one  busi¬ 
nessman. 

Israel  has  kept  its  borders  with  Gaza 
closed  more  or  less  tightly  since  February 
after  a  series  of  terrorist  bombings  designed 
to  sway  the  elections  in  Israel  and  derail  the 
peace  process  between  Israelis  -and  their 
Arab  neighbors.  Although  lines  of  heavily 
laden  trucks  come  and  go  at  border  cross¬ 
ings,  only  a  relatively  few  Palestinians  can 
be  seen  crossing  into  Israel.  That’s  where 
the  jobs  are. 

During  February  and  March  almost  all 
cross-border  traffic  was  stopped.  By  early 


July  the  Israeli  government  was  allowing 
some  men  over  the  age  of  4S  to  enter  Israel 
to  work.  Later  the  age  was  dropped  to  35. 

The  sciurcity  of  jobs  in  Gaza  forces  peo¬ 
ple  to  depend  on  Israel  for  work.  In  Gaza 
City  businessmen  have  opened  a  pasta  fac¬ 
tory,  a  cookie-making  operation  and  small 
clothes-making  businesses.  But  most  of 
these  depend  on  people  who  have  money  to 
spend.  And  with  few  allowed  into  Israel  to 
work,  the  economic  picture  remains  grim. 

Earlier  this  year,  Gaza  donkeys  were 
feasting  on  carnations  because  flower 
growers  could  not  move  their  short-lived 
plants  across  the  border.  Ironically,  local 
markets  have  had  better-quality  fruits  and 
vegetables  for  _sale  than  normal  because 
farmers  were  unable  to  transport  them  to 
Israel.  Products  that  do  cross  into  Israel  are 
greatly  delayed  by  fastidious  inspectors 
searching  for  bombs. 

“Food  is  plentiful  in  the  markets  —  but 
expensive.  Fruits  and  vegetables  grown 
here  are  less  expensive  than  other  products 
but  still  more  expensive  than  before.  Any¬ 
thing  brought  in  is  very  expensive.  A  lot  of 
people  here  are  living  on  $200  a  month  — 
that’s  too  little  for  healthy  living,”  said 
Dona  Fitzgerald. 

'  One  Palestinian  believer  said  he  was 
working  two  jobs,  but  the  $600  he  earns 
each  month  is  not  enough  for  rent,  food  and 
other  basics.  “About  40%  of  the  people 
here  have  lots  of  money  and  the  rest  have 
little,”  he  said.  “There  is  less  of  a  middle 
class  now  and  more  extremes  of  wealth  and 
poverty.” 

Members  of  Gaza  Baptist  Church  have 
helped  some  needy  people  directly.  But 
Palestinians  still  depend  on  the  United 
Nations  Relief  and  Works  Agency  to.help 
the  neediest  cases.  Recently  the  agency  has 
been  trying  to  teach  women  jobs  skills  to 
support  their  families  as  one  way  to  combat 
infant  malnutrition. 

Still,  Palestinians  who  have  returned 
from  abroad  havejirought  money  back  with 


them.  High-rise  apartment  buildings  are 
going  up  ^1  over  the  city.  A  new  park  with 
shrubs  and  paved  plazas  has  opened  in 
downtown  Gaza  City. 


It  is  a  shaky  economy  and  an  uncertain 
peace.  But  for  Palestinians  who  have 
endured  more  than  25  years  of  war  and 
occupation,-  it  is  a  kind  of  normal. 


PLENTIFUL  MARKET  —  Southern  Baptist  representatives  Scott  Terry  (center)  and  his  wife 
Sharin  (foreground)  buy  fruit  on  the  street  in  Gaza.  Food  is  plentiful  in  the  markets  —  but 
expensive  because  the  sealed-off  border  with  Israel  has  stressed  the  economy.  Still,  there  are 
hopeful  signs.  “I  think  there’s  a  good  deal  more  pride  in  the  surroundings  now  people  feel 
they  have  possession  of  the  land  more  or  less,”  says  Dona  Fitzoerald,  a  Southern  baptist  rep¬ 
resentative  who  ministers  through  Gaza  Baptist  Church  in  Gaza  City.  (BP  photo  by  Mike 
Creswell) 


Eight  years  after  the  Soutfiem  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board 
established  the  alternatives  to  abortion  office,  director  Sylvia 
Boothe  reports  that  the  office  continues  to  gain  recognition  as 
more  churches,  associations,  and  individuals  learn  the  ways  to 
respond  to  crisis  pregnancies.  “I  think  there's  more  awareness 
as  we  go  along  that  there’s  something  positive  that  we  can  do 
for  these  young  women.  It’s  one  thing  to  say  no,  that  abor¬ 
tion’s  not  the  answer  to  an  unplanned  pregnancy,  but  we  as 
Christians.  I  feel,  are  very  strongly  challenged  to  provide  the 
resources  needed  by  a  young  woman  facing  a  crisis  pregnan¬ 
cy,”  she  said.  Boothe’s  office  conducts  an  18-hour  training 
session  on  how  to  start  a  crisis  pregnancy  program,  as  well  as 
1 2-hour  conferences  on  other  forms  of  ministries  for  crisis 
pregnancies.  Boothe’s  books.  “No  Easy  Choices”  and  “Not  an 
Easy  Time”  are  available,  along  with  a  14-minute  video  enti¬ 
tled  “Help,  I’m  Pregnant,”  and  a  24-minute  video  entitled 
“Heart  of  the  Matter.”  For  more  information  on  the  alterna¬ 
tives  to  abortion  program,  call  (800)  962-0851. 


l.C.  McLendon  was  always  disturbed  when  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  discarded  their  used  literature  at  the  end  of  each  quarter. 
“The  Word  of  God  is  the  Word  of  God,”  he  reasoned,  and 
there  must  be  churches  and  individuals  who  could  use  the 
materials.  The  Oklahoma  City  physician  teamed  up  with 
friend  Jim  Messick  and  began  Project  Africa,  a  ministry  that 
has  shipped  over  one  million  pieces  of  literature  to  African 
Christians  over  the  past  three  years.  More  than  300  churches 
of  various  denominations  in  18  states  are  now  participating  in 
the  project.  Messick.  a  retired  wholesale  foods  sales  manager, 
said  Project  Africa  “has  been  a  large  factor  in  revitalizing  me 
physically,  spiritually,  and  mentally,”  while  continuing  to 
recover  from  a  massive  heart  attack  in  1987.  “You  can’t  put  a 
price  on  things  like  this,”  he  said.  McLendon  and  Messick 
hope  to  see  Project  Africa  continue  on  its  steep  growth  curve. 
“If  you  don’t  use  the  knowledge  God’s  given  you.  it’s  a  waste. 
If  he  gives  the  opportunity  and  we  quit  doing  it,  it’s  a  waste,” 
McLendon  said. 
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Earl  Kelly  of  Jackson,  executive  director  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  and  industrialist  Gwen  Cooper  of 
Yazoo  City,  former  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  are  invited  to  China  to  meet  with  religious  leaders  there. 


Anne  Washburn  McWilliams,  editorial  associate  for  "The 
Baptist  Record.”  and  Betty  Smith,  secretary  in  the  MBCB’s 
Student  Work  Department,  receive  excellence  in  Christian 
writing  awards  at  a  North  Carolina  writers  conference. 


More  than  4,000  people  pack  the  Jackson  City  Auditorium 
during  a  Youth  for  Christ  Rally  to  hear  R.G.  Lee,  pastor  of 
Bellevue  Church.  Memphis,  deliver  his  famous  “Pay  Day 
Someday”  sermon  for  the  265th  time. 


Editor’s  Notebook, 


iWiLLiAM  H.  Perkins  Jr. 


Got  an  opinion?  Write  us! 


It  comes  as  no  surprise  to  an 
editor  of  "The  Baptist  Record”  that 
Mississippi  Baptists  are  people  of 
strong  opinions  based  on  deep  con¬ 
victions. 

We  certainly  don’t  mind  speak¬ 
ing  up  on  issues  that  ctJhcern  or 
disturb  us:  religion,  government, 
football,  the  pastor’s  sermon,  ad 
infinitum. 

Name  the  issue,  and  you  will 
find  at  least  one  Mississippi  Baptist 
willing  to  give  you  a  piece  of 
his/her  mind  on  the  subject." "" 

That’s  why  Mississippi  Baptists 
need  a  forum  of  their  very  own  in 
which  they  can  express  their  views 
—  the  whole  idea  behind  the  “Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor"  section  of  this 
newspaper. 

Ask  an  editor  of  a  publication  of 
almost  any  type,  and  you’ll  get  an 
earful  about  the  immense  populari¬ 
ty  of  letters  written  by  readers  to 
that  publication. 

Surveys  indicate  letters  to  the 
editor  are  among  the  most-read 
items  in  a  publication.  People  are 
intensely  interested  in  what  other 
-  people  have  to  say. 

The  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  sec¬ 
tion  of  this  newspaper  is  the  place 
where  Baptists  can  talk  to  other 
Baptists  al^t  Baptist  issues.  While 
letters  are  not  limited  to  Baptist 
issues,  it's  a  fact  that  most  letters 
deal  with  those  concerns. 


Letters  written  to  this  newspaper 
are  not  selected  or  discarded 
because  of  subject  matter  or  the 
editor’s  personal  viewpoints.  How¬ 
ever,  certain  established  guidelines 
must  be  met  (as  detailed  on  page  6 
of  this  issue),  and  there  are  a  few 
do’s  and  don’ts  that  will  increa.se 
the  effectiveness  of  your  message: 

■ 

Keep  in  mind  that  you  will  have 
access  to  a  majority  of  the  600,000 
Baptists  in  this  state  if  you  are  pub¬ 
lished  in  this  newspaper.  That 
includes  pastors,  church  staff  mem¬ 
bers,  lay  leaders,  every  foreign  mis¬ 
sionary  with  a  Mississippi  connec¬ 
tion,  and  maybe  even  your  mother. 

You  should  be  awed  by  that 
thought. 

Get  your  facts  straight  and  be 
absolutely  confident  in  your  opin¬ 
ions,  because  you  can  be  sure  that  a 
reader  will  challenge  your  conclu¬ 
sions  if  you’re  off-target.  You  will 
likely  be  held  accountable  for  what 
you  write  for  some  time  to  come. 

Be  precise,  write  on  an  under¬ 
standable  level,  and  do  it  in  as  few 
words  as  possible.  Letters  must  be 
250  words  or  less,  but  if  you  can 
make  your  point  in  125  words,  all 
the  better. 

Research  indicates  that  people 
tend  to  glaze  over  when  trying  to 
understand  a  lengthy  letter  filled 


with  technical  jargon.  Explain 
yourself,  make  your  point,  and  put 
it  in  the  mail. 

■ 

Letter  writers  are  often  motivat¬ 
ed  by  anger  or  frustration,  and  it 
shows  in  the  final  product.  Take 
time  to  ponder  why  you  are  so 
angry  or  frustrated  over  a  particular 
issue.  Don’t  be  sarcastic,  and  don’t 
get  personal. 

You  don’t  have  to  fire  off  an  ill-, 
considered,  same-day  response. 
After  all,  there  won’t  be  another 
paper  until  next  week. 

Check  and  recheck  for  mistakes. 
A  simple  error  might  change  the 
context  of  the  entire  letter. 

■ 

Above  all,  pray  over  your  letter 
and  seek  God’s  guidance  in  what  to 
say  and  how  to  say  it.  “The  Baptist 
Record”  has  been  given  to  us  as  a 
special  way  to  help  bring  Missis¬ 
sippi  and  the  world  to  Jesus,  so 
don’t  forget  that  you  are  Christ’s 
representative  to  everyone  who 
reads  your  words. 

This  is  your  newspaper,  and  we 
want  to  hear  from  you.  Follow 
these  simple  suggestions  and  the 
established  guidelines,  and  chances 
are  that  several  hundred  thousand 
Mississippi  Baptists  will  be  hearing 
from  you,  too! 


Guest  opinion... 

“7  Habits”  steeped  in  Mormonism 


First  of  a  two-part  series 

It  may  come  as  a  surprise  to 
many  Baptists,  but  the  popular 
personal  training  programs  written 
and  promoted  by  Stephen  R. 
Covey  are  also  meant  to  subtly 
promote  his  Mormon  beliefs. 

Ironically, 
one  of  the  rea- 
sons  his  materi¬ 
als,  such  as 
“The  7  Habits 
of  Highly 
Effective  Peo¬ 
ple,”  are  so 
popular  among 
many  Christian 
leaders  is 
because  they  Gordon 
give  a  promi¬ 
nent  place  to  spirituality  in  person¬ 
al  growth. 

Yet,  ”7  Habits”  contains  many 
of  the  same  principles,  anecdotes, 
and  illustrations  as  found  in  one  of 
Covey’s  earlier  books,  “The 
Divine  Center,”  a  book  meant  to 
promote  Mormon  beliefs  and 
show  that  any  spiritual  model 


By  Bill  Gordon 

other  than  the  Church  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  (LDS),  including  evan¬ 
gelical  Christianity,  is  a  false 
“map”  that  limits  the  personal 
development  of  its  followers. 

Covey  explains  in  “The  Divine 
Center”  that  he  has  discovered 
how  to  communicate  Mormon 
truths  to  non-Mormons  by  simply 
changing  his  vocabulary. 

He  writes,  “I  have  found  in 
speaking  to  various  noif-LDS 
groups  in  different  cultures  that 
we  can  teach  and  testify  of  many 
gospel  principles  if  we  are  careful 
in  selecting  words  which  carry  our 
meaning  but  come  from  their 
experience  and  frame  of  mind” 
(“Divine  Center,”  p.  240). 

In  “The  7  Habits  Of  Highly 
Effective  People,”  Covey  writes 
that  he  finds  renewal  in  daily  med¬ 
itation  on  the  scriptures,  but  in 
“The  Divine  Center”  he  identifies 
the  most  powerful  scriptures  in  his 
life  as  ”...  the  Gospel  of  John,  the 
epistles  of  Paul  and  Peter,  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  and  Doctrine 
and  Covenants”  (p.  298). 

In  the  same  book  he  writes. 


“Cultivate  the  habit  of  reading  the 
scripture  everyday  —  perhaps  just 
before  retiring.  It’s  better  to  go  to 
sleep  on  Helaman  or  Moroni  than 
on  the  latest  TV  talk  show”  (p.  197). 

In  addition,  “7  Habits”  refers  to 
“natural  laws  in  the  human  dimen¬ 
sion  that  are  just  as  real,  as 
unchanging,  and  unarguably 
‘there’  as  laws  such  as  gravity  are 
in  the  physical  dimension.” 

What  Covey  doesn’t  say  in  “7 
Ifaliics”  th«t  iK  does  say  in  “The 
Divine  Center'’  is  that  these  “laws 
of  nature”  are  the  teachings  of  the 
LDS  Church  which  “enable  the 
individual  personality  to  grow  and 
develop  until  eventually  he  can 
become  like  his  Father  in  Heaven” 
(p.  246). 

Covey  calls  the  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity  an  “apostate  doctrine,” 
which  has  “led  people  to  believe 
that  we  are  tf  creation  of  God 
rather  than  his  literal  offspring”  (p. 
82). 

Gordon  is  associate  director  of 
the  Interfaith  Witness  Department 
at  the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  in  Atlanta. 


"Otih  THINS  ABOUT  N8W  OAK 
CHURCH  —  THBV  KNOW  GOOD 
PRBACHINS  WHEN  THEVHEAR 
\Tfft 


A  Pastor’s  Perspective, 


:arl  M.  Whitei 


Providence  and  spell  check 


Somehow,  in  God’s  provi¬ 
dence,  he  has  seen  fit  to  send  me 
packing  once  again,  only  this  time 
not  to  another  church.  This  time  it 
is  to  the  Baptist  Building  and  “The 
Baptist  Record.”  What  a  sense  of 
humor! 

Even  my  daughter  thought  it 
fimny.  She  said,  “But,  Daddy,  how 
can  you  work  for  a  newspaper? 
You  can’t  spell!” 

“Yes,”  I  replied,  “but  now  (Jod 
has  given  us  computers  with  spell 
checks!” 

She  did,  however,  pose  an 
interesting  question.  I  have  been 
called  to  preach.  My  only  ambi¬ 
tion  and  desire  has  b^n  to  pastor  a 
church.  How  can  I  be  associate 
editor  of  a  newspaper? 

The  Lord  provided  the  answer 
to  that  question  at  my  first  meeting 
with  the  entire  professional  staff  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board. 

We  heard  reports  —  one  report 
after  another  about  the  work  that  is 
being  done.  Everyone  sat  in  his 
chair  and  listened  with  varying 
degrees  of  interest.  I,  however, 
furiously  took  notes.  This  was 
great  stuffi 

For  instance,  during  the  month 
of  July,  volunteer  mission  teams 
from  Mississippi  saw  1,796  pro¬ 
fessions  of  faith  in  Honduras  and 
another  1,510  in  Venezuela.^*^ 


Within  the  state,  mission 
groups  from  World  Changers  in 
Natchez  to  mission  Vacation  Bible 
School  groups  in  Tchula  and 
Woodville  saw  over  50  persons 
saved. 

That’s  not  all.  Between  Gulf- 
shore,  Central  Hills,  and  Camp 
Garaywa,  355  young  people  made 
professions  of  faith. 

Did  you  catch  all  those  num¬ 
bers?  That’s  almost  2,000  people 
bom  again  in  one  month. 

This  is  what  “Bringing  Missis¬ 
sippi  and  the  world  to  Jesus”  is  all 
ab(wt. 

For  some  reason,  I  seemed  to 
hear  all  of  this  a  little  differently 
than  the  rest.  That  is  not  to  say  that 
the  others  in  the  room  were  not 
thrilled  at  this  report. 

Perhaps  it  is  because  this  v/as 
my  first  such  meeting.  For  me,  it 
was  more.  This  was  a  revelation  of 
the  will  of  God  and  an  explanation 
of  why  I  am  not  behind  a  pulpit 
any  more.  I  am  to  listen  to  it  all  as 
if  I  were  still  a  pastor. 

A  pastor’s  perspective. 

That’s  why  God  has  sent  me  to 
this  place. 

Somehow,  between  deadlines, 
interviews,  picas,  points,  and  ding¬ 
bats,  it  is  my  assignment  to  see 
and  report  things  ft^m  a  pastor’s 
perspe^ve. 

Even  if  I  can’t  spel. 


'SIhe  |@npttst  ^ecorb 
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Johnson,  Olsons  appointed  for  service  with  Foreign  Board 

.  .  .  .•  ^  a  1  F>  _  \  7  .'K  Im 


Two  people  with  Mississippi 
connections  were  among  61  new 
appK)intees  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board  (FMB)  at 
an  Aug.  14  service  at  First  Church. 
Woodstock.  Ga. 

Charles  A.  (Chuck)  Johnson, 
freelance  youth  consultant  since 
1993  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  and  a  member 
of  First  Church,  Jackson,-  will 
work  at  the  Caribbean  Baptist 
Communications  Centre  in  Holly¬ 
wood.  Fla. 

The  center  provides  Caribbean 
churches  with  printed  and  elec¬ 
tronic  Christian  media  materials. 
Johnson  will  assist  the  youth 
department  editor  in  writing  and 
editing  Sunday  School  curriculum 
materials  for  teachers  and  pupils. 


Johnson  has  also  served  as  min¬ 
ister  of  youth  at  First  Church. 
Madison;  as  both  FMB  and  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board 
summer  missionary;  and  as  a  spe¬ 
cial  Centrifuge  team  leader  to 
Switzerland.  Scotland,  and  South 
Korea. 

Johnson  was  born  in  Thomas- 
ton,  Ga.,'and  considers  Griffin, 
Ga.,  his  hometown. 

Daniel  S.  (Dan)  Olson  and  his 
wife  Lfea  Vamado  Griffin,  a  for¬ 
mer. French  language  teacher  at 
Southaven  -  High  School  in 
Southaven,  have  been  appointed  to 
the  Middle  East  and  North  Africa 
areas,  where  Dan  Olson  will  pas¬ 
tor  an  English-language  church. 

The  pair  will  also  be  involved 
in  a  number  of  outreach  ministries 


in  an  area  where  Southern  Baptists 
now  have  radio  broadcasting,  liter¬ 
ature  distribution,  and  correspon¬ 
dence  ministries  in  12  of  the 
region’s  political  entities. 

Dan  .Olson  was  born  in  Port- 
“lahd.  Ore.,  and  cohsTders  Boring, 
Ore.,  his  hometown.  Lisa  Olson 
was  born  in  Austin,  Texas,  and 


considers  Albuquerque.  N.M.,  her 
hometown. 

Johnson  and  the  Olsons  join 
more  than  4,200  FMB  workers 
who  are  sharing  Christ  among  336 
ethnic  people  groups  in  128  coun¬ 
tries.  - 

.  The  trio  will  report  to  the 
FMB’s  training  center  in 


Rockville,  Va.,  in  October  for  a 
seven-week  orientation  before 
leaving  for  their  assignments. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  is  the  largest  evangelical 
denomination  in  the  U.S.,  with 
15.4  million  members.  FMB  is  the 
largest  evangelical  missionary¬ 
sending  agency  in  the  country. 
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Hussein  leaves  Kuwait  in 
wake  of  apostasy  accusation 


Dan  and  Lisa  Olson 


Chuck  Johnson 


Department  of  Mental 
Health  signs  option 
to  buy  Clarke  College 

By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

property  into  a  facility  tor  adults 
age  35  years  and  older  who  need 
limited  supervision  in  a  residen¬ 
tial  setting  to  conduct  their  daily 
lives.  Projections  indicate  that  up 
to  200  jobs  will  be  required  to 
manage  the  facility. 

“DMH  will  assume  mainte¬ 
nance  and  security  on  the  Clarke 
College  property,  thus  saving  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
those  costs  during  the  time  prior 
to  legislative  action,”  Otis  said. 

Messengers  to  the  1995  MBC 
session  directed  the  special  com¬ 
mittee  to  reserve  from  any  sale 
of  the  Clarke  College  property, 
one  acre  of  land  with  a  house  for 
the  use  by  the  school’s  alumni 
association. 


The  Mississippi  State  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Mental  Health  (DMH) 
has  entered  into  a  $25,000 
option  to  purchase  the  Clarke 
College  property  in  Newton, 
according  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Missisisppi  Baptist  Convention 
(MBC)  special  committee 
formed  to  dispose  of  the  defunct 
Baptist  junior  college. 

Tupelo  businessman  Larry 
Otis  reported  Aug.  20  that  DMH 
executive  director  Randy  Hen¬ 
drix  signed  the  exclusive,  one- 
year  option  and  plans  to  ask  the 
Mississippi  Legislature  to  fund 
the  $1,000,000  purchase  price 
when  that  body  convenes  in  Jan¬ 
uary  1997. 

DMH  plans  to  convert  the 


Robert  Hussein,  the  Kuwaiti 
Christian  under  a  judge’s  threat 
of  death  in  his  predominantly 
Muslim  home  country,  has  fled 
Kuwait  and  is  traveling  to  an  as- 
yet  unknown  location  under  a 
U.S.  visa,  according  to  a  source 
closely  tracking  Hussein’s  flight 
from  danger. 

The  source  also  reported  that 
it  is  not  known  whether  Hussein 
will  return  to  Kuwait  for  a  Sept. 
15  appeal  hearing  of  a  Kuwait 
religious  court’s  May  29  ruling. 

That  ruling  declared  him  an 
apostate  of  the  Muslim  religion, 
and  a  subsequent  June  ?>  verdict 
suggested  a  Muslim  cleric  order 
his  execution. 

Meanwhile,  the  Kuwait 
ambassador  to  the  United  States 
has  informed  U.S.  Senator  Thad 
Cochran  (R.-Miss.)  that  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  Kuwait  has  publicly 
affirmed  it  will  guarantee  the 
45-year-old  Hussein’s  safety. 

Mohammed  S.  Al-Sabah, 
responding  July  29  to  a  letter  of 
inquiry  from  Mississippi's 
senior  senator,  promised  that  the 
Kuwait  government  will  gauran- 
tee  Hussein’s  safety. 

*i  wish  to  assure  you  that  Mr. 
Hussein  has  neither  been  incar¬ 
cerated  nor  sentenced  to  death 
by  the  State  as  has. been  reported 
erroneously,”  the  ambassador 
wrote. 

“Furthermore,  though  he  has 
~  been  declared  an  apostate  by  the 
Family  Court,  the  only  penalty 
that  was  imposed  on  Mr.  Hus- 


By  William  H,  Perkins  Jr. 

sein  was  to  fine  him  the  nominal 
court  fees,”  the  letter  continued. 

However,  Judge  Jaafar  Al- 
Qazvneeni  clearly  stated  in  the 
June  8  family  court  verdict  that 
Hussein  should  be  executed  by  a 
Muslim  religious  leader  for 
apostasy,  according  to  informa¬ 
tion  reported  jn  July  by  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis- 


Robcrt  Hussein 


sion  Board  (FMB). 

Family  court  in  Kuwait  is 
governed  by  religious  law  in 
matters  pertaining  to  marriage, 
divorce,  and  inheritance.  Hus¬ 
sein  and  his  wife  are  involved  in 
divorce  proceedings. 

The  Kuwaiti  ambassador  also 
assured  Cochran  that  Hussein’s 
rights  were  guaranteed  by  the 
country’s  constitution  and  that 
Kuwait  “has  had  and  continues 
to  have  a  very  long-standing  tra¬ 
dition  of  religious  tolerance  and 
acceptance.” 

Cochran’s  inquiry  to  the 
Kuwait  ambassador  was  appar¬ 
ently  prompted  by  letters  he 
received  from  a  number  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptists,  including  Mary 
Horton  of  Madi.son,  a  member  of 
Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson. 

Horton  said  she  has  corre¬ 
sponded  with  a  number  of  U.S. 
and  Kuwaiti  officials  about  Hus¬ 
sein’s  plight. 

An  FMB  spokesman  was  not 
available  at  publication  dead¬ 
line.  Previous  FMB  statements 
have  urged  Southern  Baptists  to 
become  involved  in  Hussein’s 
case  by  writing; 

His  Highness  Shaikh  Saad 
Al-Sabah;  Crown  Prince  and 
Prime  Minister;  The  State  of 
Kuwait;  P.O.  Box  4;  Safat, 
Kuwait  13001;  and 

Mohammed  S.  Al-Sabah, 
Ambassador  to  the  United 
States;  The  State  of  Kuwait 
Chancery;  2940  Tilden  St.  NW; 
Washington,  DC  20008. 


Arson  fund  disbursement  to  states  nearing  $300,000 

....  _ _ _ : In  o/4rli»inn  tr>  th<>  rrmniM  Southern 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Fourteen  state 
Baptist  conventions  received  nearly  $50,000 
when  th«-Executiv^Committee  business 
office  Aug.  2  released  additional  funds  from 
the  “Arson  Fund”  to  assist  African  Ameri¬ 
can  churches  victimized  by  arsonists. 

eoujJted  with  the  initial  distribution  July 
3  of  $246,712  to  12  state  conventions,  the 
Arson  Fund  gifts  which  have  been  distrib¬ 
uted  from  the  SBC  office  now  total 
$293,746,  according  to  Jack  Wilkerson, 
Executive  Committee  vice  president  for 


business  and  finance.  Two  state  conventions 
—  Arizona  and  the  Northwest  (Oregon- 
Washington)  —  received  gifts  during  the 
August  distribution  in  addition  to  the  previ¬ 
ous  12  of  July. 

The  Arson  Fund  is  primarily  from  an 
offering  taken  at  the  SBC  annual  meeting  in 
New  Orleans  in  June.  That  offering  came  at 
the  request  of  theiv-SBC  President  Jim 
Henry,  Orlando,  Fla.,  pastor,  and  raised 
$282,000  in  pledges  and  cash  gifts. 

Wilkerson  said  funds  from  the  pledges  at 


the  New  Orleans  meeting  are  continuing  to 
arrive  at  the  Nashville  office,  as  well  as  gifts 
/rom  churches  throughout  the  SBC  sen^ 
through  normal  chanhels  as  designated  gifts. 

The  August  distribution  of  $47,034  went 
to:  Alabama,  $3,950;  Arizona,  $564; 
Arkansas,  $2,304;  Florida,  $1,693;  Georgia, 
$1,128;  Louisiana,  $5,126;  Mississippi, 
$3^150;  North  Carolina,  $4,515;  Northwest, 
$1,128;  Oklahoma,  $564;  South  Carolina. 
$9,642;  Tennessee,  $4,515;  Texas,  $6,819; 
and  Virginia,  $1,128. 


In  addition  to  the  monies.  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  construction  crews  are  volunteering  to 
rebuild  the  burned  churches.  At  least  four 
state  Baptist  conventions  have  sent  . crews  to 
churches  in  need  and  the  SBC  Brotherhood 
Commission  is  attempting  to  contact  each  of 
the  firc-damaged  congregations  to  assess  the 
level  of  need. 

Donations  to  the  Church  Rebuilding 
Fund  may  be  sent  directly  to  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205. 


Southern  Seminary’s  new  dean 
Akin  predicts  better  days  ahead 


crisis  said  he  intends  to  help  the  admin- 
)f  the  istration  recruit  “the  finest  evan- 
locial  gehcal  scholars  out  there, 
im  of  He  also  will  be  active  in 
Akin  recruiting  students,  he  said, 
explaining  that  he  has  begun 
social  meeting  personally  with  every 
liough  prospective  student  who  visits  the 

I  campus. 

“I  want  any  student  to  feel  wel¬ 
come  to  come  to  Southern  Semi¬ 
nary  —  including  those  who 
would  not  always  agree  with  me 
on  every  point  of  doctrine,’  he 
said. 

Despite  the  new  administra¬ 
tion’s  image  as  being  hostile  to 
women  in  ministry.  Akin  said  he 
encourages  women  to  come  to 
Southern.  And  while  he  does  not 
>  meet  believe  women  should  be  senior 
,  Akin  pastors,  most  female  students 
ample,  should  enroll  in  the  master  of 
inner  divinity  degree  program,  he  said, 
luthem  Akin  admits  his  job  as  a  sales- 
g  mis-  man  and  administrator  is  chal¬ 
lenging. 

tted  to  “We’ve  got  to  overcome  a  neg- 
nary’s  ative  perception,”  he  said.  “We’ve 
ristian  -  got  to  re-establish  trust  witli  cer- 
d  Billy  tain  portfons  of  Baptist  life.  I 
;elism,  understand  that  as  a  legitimate 
ons  —  demand.” 

One  area  needing  renewed  trust 
eople  1  is  the  relationship  between  the 
d.  “I’m  seminal^  and  Kentucky  Baptists, 
every-  Akin  said. 

Akin  said  he  is  developing  a 
s  under  good  relationship  with  seminary 
naining  President  Albert  Mohler,  a  person 
stay.  In  he  did  not  know  well  before  tak- 
minary  ing  this  job. 

rs,  and  While  Akin  is  not  a  five-point 
ly  that  Calvinist  like  Mohler  and  holds  a 
mploy-  slightly  different  view  of  the  end- 
times,  “we  are  on  the  same  play- 
s.  Akin  ing  field  theologically,”  he  said. 


the  fitth  annual  Creativity  Expio 


^  Sixty-three  area  students  took  part  in  ..  «  *  c  nn 

ration  hosted  by  the  William  Carey  College  Center  for  Creative  Scholars  on 
the  Hattiesburg  campus  recently.  This  program  allows  2n^d  through  12th 
grade  students  to  explore,  evaluate,  and  further  develop  their  creative  tal¬ 
ents  through  poetry,  creative  writing,  art,  and  photography.  The  efforts  ot 
the  youth  will  be  displayed  in  “The  Voice  of  Gifted  Youth,  a  custornary 
newspaper  publication  produced  and  edited  by  the  students  themselves 
upon  completion  of  the  event. 

Plans  set  for  all-state  orchestra 

(iraham  Smith,  director  of  the  tee.  The  Music  Department  s^in- 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  sors  this  annual  festival  to  help 
Board’s  Church  Music  Department,  encourage  and  strength^  church 
announced  the  organization  of  a  instrumental  programs.  The  1996 
statewide  orchestra.  festival  was  held  at  CrosspteS- 

The  orchestra  will  hold  fts  first  Church,  Brandon,  with  over  70  par- 
rehearsal  during  the  Church  ticipanLs. 

Orchestra  Festival  on  Saturday,  Jan.  The  all-state  orchestra  will  be 
1 8,  at  Broadmtxir  Church,  Jackson.  the  second  statewide  music  organi- 
The  all-state  orchestra  will  be  zation,  joining  the  All  State  Yr^h 
\  featured  in  a  performance  on  Mon-  Choir,  which  began  1992.  The  19^ 
day  night.  Jan.  27,  at  the  evange-  all-state  choir,  which  had  over  9( 
lism  conference,  also  held  at  Broad-  members,  added  an  instrumental 
mrxir  Church.  ensemble.  .  ^ 

Bruce  Zeiger,  minister  of  music  Persons  interested  in  the  all  state 
at  Calvary  Church,  New  Orleans,  is  orchestra  should  contact  Graham 
the  orchestra’s  director.  Smith  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson. 

Acceding  to  Smith,  the  idea  for  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone  (601 ) 
a  statewide  orchestra  came  fmm  the  %8-38(X),  or  toll-free  outside  Jack- 
Church  Orchestra  Festival  Commit-  son,  (8(X))  748-1651. 


Evangelists*  Profile 

This  .space  is  dedicated  to  Mississippi  men  and  women 
who  have  committed  themselves  to  vocational  evangelism. 
Churches  are  encouraged  to  take  advantage  of  their  talents 
In  helping  to  reap  the  harvest. 


This  week's  evangelist 

Myma  Lx)y  Hedgepeth 
Jackson 

Years  in  Ministry:  20.  ' 

Education:  Hinds  Community  College.  Mississippi 
College,  additional  vocalstudy  at  Belhaven  College 
Places  of  semke:  Nine  states;  lsn»I.  Jordan. 
Egypt,  Jami^  BdlaiBas^  Mexico. 

Focal  nliipSry:  Setmcll  h  song. 
panooitVety 

^CWoawl  Hsii^ts yinf  hT 


Summer  service  at  Garaywa 


April  Stringer,  WCC;  Michelle  Prentiss,  MC;  Joannah 
Johnsey,  Louisiana  State  University;  third  row,  Julie 
Anderson,  Jones  County  Junior  College;  Maegan 
Bryant,  USM;  Joy  Thompson,  NMCC;  Christ!  John^ 
son,  NMCC;  Stephanie  Day,  University  ot  Mississippi 
Medical  Center;  Emily  Coker,  USM;  Kelly  Anderson. 
Blue  Mountain  College;  Stephanie  Hill,  MSU;  April 
Taylor,  WCC;  Brandy  Whiteen,  MSU;  back  row,  Juani¬ 
ta  West,  summer  director:  Michelle  Roberts.  MC; 
Amanda  Cooke.  Mississippi  Delta  Community  Col¬ 
lege;  Laurie  Jones,  MSU:  Wendy  Gordon,  Pensacola 
Christian  College:  Jennifer  Jones.  MC;  Erica  Clark, 
MC;  and  Beth  Morgan.  DSU.  Not  pictured  are  Sharon 
Posey  and  Olivia  Taylor. 


Young  women  who  served  as  summer  counselors 
at  Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton  are  nett  to  right):  front 
row  Amy  Buckley  ot  Mississippi  College  (MC);  Hope 
Lang  MC’  Mandy  Avis.  MC:  Christy  Fortner,  Missis¬ 
sippi  State  University  (MSU);  America  Wise.  William 
Carey  College  (WCC):  Jammeye  Aaron.  Pearl  River 
Community  College;  Tina  Vineyard.  MC:  Gretchen 
Leake  MC.  Autumn  Hicks.  MC;  Michelle  Herrin, 
WCC;  second  row.  Mandy  McBeth,  University  ot 
Southern  Mississippi  (USM);  Jennifer  Baker.  Delta 
State  University  (DSU):  Jency  Plunkett.  Northeast 
Mississippi  Community  College  (NMCC);  Angela 
Moak.  Southwest  Mississippi  Community  College: 
Jennifer  Cottingham.  USM;  Meta  Blanchard.  WCC: 


1 
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Two  Sebastopol  short-term  vols  bolster  Bolivian  work 


Restoring  Gillsburg  parsonage  turns  into  community  effort 


By  June  Gilbert 


“It  was  like  coming  home!” 
exclaimed  Wade  Fisher  when 
asked  about  his  experiences  work¬ 
ing  as  a  short-term  volunteer  in 
Bolivia.  Fisher  and  friend, 
Jonathan  Sharp,  both  of- 
Sebastopol,  worked  alongside 
career  missionaries  Tom  and  Cyn¬ 
thia  Martin  for  eight  weeks  during 
the  summer  months. 

Their  primary  assignment  was 
to  train  young  people  in  rural 
^  churches  and  preaching  points 
southwest  of  Santa  Cruz  to  under¬ 
stand  how  to  grow  spiritually  and 
to  share  their  faith. 

Fisher  participated  in  a  volun¬ 
teer  trip  to  the  same  area  of 
Bolivia  in  1992.  After  returning 
home  with  a  love  for  the  Hispanic 
people  he  became  burdened  with 
the  needs  of  the  large  Hispanic 
population  moving  into  Scott 
County. 

He  looked  to  Sharp  to  help  him 
meet  their  spiritual  and  physical 
needs  and  began  a  ministry  to  the 
Spanish-speaking  migrant  and 


chicken  plant  workers. 

With  such  motivation  the 
young  men  learned  Spanish 
quickly  and  began  inviting  their 
new  friends  to  their  church  in 
Sebastopol.  They  began  by  trans¬ 
lating  the  sermons  until  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Hispanics  attending 
‘r^uti^  having  their  own  Sunday 
School  class.  . 

As  the  ministry  grew  it  became 
evident  that  the  Hispanics  needed 
their  own  place  of  worship.  Aided 
by  leaders  and  churches  in  Scott 
County  Association,  Fisher  and 
Sharp  led  the  Hispanic  believers 
in  starting  The  Good  Shepherd 
Baptist  Church  in  Forest. 

This  experience  in  thurch 
planting  and  their  ability  to  speak 
Spanish  fluently  led  to  the  invita¬ 
tion  to  work  in  Santa  Cruz. 

“Having  had  my  experience 
with  Hispanic  people  in  Scott 
County,  1  wanted  to  go  to  a  Span¬ 
ish-speaking  country  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  missions  first-hand.  I  real¬ 
ly  didn’t  know  what  to  expect  but 


Sebastopol  native  Jonathan  Sharp  served  alongside  Mississippi 
missionaries  Tom  and  Cynthia  Martin  in  Bolivia  for  eight  weeks  this 
summer. 


By  Tom  Martin 

1  knew  that  I  wanted  to  share  my 
faith  with  others.”  Sharp  .said. 

The  young  men  lived  for  three 
to  four  days  at  a  time  in  the 
homes  of  believers  and  taught  a 
simple  course  on  prayer  and  wit¬ 
nessing  based  on  Paul’s  conver¬ 
sion  experience. 

Becau.se  of  the  study  almost  40 
young  people  were  trained.  In  one 
church  the  two  were  asked  to  split 
up  to  speak  in  two  different  Sun¬ 
day  School  classes. 

Planning  to  teach  the  prepared 
study  on  sharing  a  testimony,  they 
began  by  asking  about  the  conver¬ 
sion  experiences  of  their  students. 
When  they  asked  for  participation 
they  realized  that  none  of  the 
youth  had  ever  made  a  profession 
of  faith. 

We  couldn’t  teach  them  to 
share  something  that  they  had 
never  experienced,”  said  Sharp. 

This  led  to  them  leading  five  of 
the  youth  to  making  a  profession 
of  faith. 

In  addition  to  leading  studies  in 
churches,  Fisher  and  Sharp 
accepted  invitations  to  speak  in 
_four  public  high  schools.  They 
used  a  combination  of  drama  and 
testimony  to  share  their  faith  with 
young  people  who  do  not  attend 
an  evangelical  church. 

At  the  conclusion  of  each  pro¬ 
gram  the  two  young  men  were 
swamped  with  the  teens  who 
asked  them  to  stay  longer  to  sing, 
visit,  and  play  soccer  or  basket¬ 
ball. 

They  also  participated  in  evan¬ 
gelistic  campaigns.  In  one  of  the 
nightly  campaigns,  they  spoke 
and  sang  to  more  than  200  per¬ 
sons  in  outdoor  services. 

Another  campaign  was  held  in 
the  remote  village  of  Las  Laguni- 
tas.  The  services  were  held  in  the 
community  mud  brick  school 
house. 

More  than  40  men,  women. 


Editor's  note:  The  following  is 
adapted  from  an  article  that 
appeared  in  the  McComb  "Enter¬ 
prise-Journal.  ” 

Three  months  ago  members  of 
Gillsburg  Church,  Osyka,  were 
faced  with  a  tough  decision.  They 
were  about  to  hire  a  new 
youth/music  minister  and  needed 
a  place  to  hou.se  him. 

The  question  was;  Move  the 
old  parsonage  across  the  street 
and  replace  it  with  a  new  house 
trailer?  Or  sink  unknown  dollars 
into  restoring  the  old  building? 

On  May  26  of  this  year,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  turned  out  for 
an  open  house  and  tour  of  the 
restored  parsonage,  dedicating  the 
parsonage  restoration  to  the  mem¬ 
ory  of  John  Norman  Honea,  a 
member  of  the  committee  which 
headed  up  the  restoration. 

“It  was  a  tough  decision  to 
make,”  said  Brian  Tyndall,  pastor 
at  Gillsburg.  “The  building  and 
grounds  committee  met  and  toured 
the  house.  We  thought  it  would 
take  at  least  $20,000  to  restote  it.” 


Three  months  later,  the 
restored  house,  which  cost 
$40,000,  sparkles. 

From  the  beginning,  the  church 
membership  was  cooperative. 

“We  didn’t  have  the  money  in 
the  bank  to  pay  for  it  and  we 
knew  the  church  and  community 
would  have  to  help,”  Tyndall  said. 
“A  lot  gave.  Some  gave  $5,  some 
$20,  some  $1,000  or  more.  A  lot 
were  people  who  were  not  mem¬ 
bers  any  more,  but  had  ties  to  the 
community  or  the  old  parsonage.” 

Then  there  were  the  members 
who  cleaned  in  the  house  and 
yard,  tore  down  the  old  chimney, 
and  helped  where  they  could. 
Tyndall  noted  the  efforts  of  the 
committee  members  and  in  partic¬ 
ular  Jean  Stewart  and  the  late 
John  Norman  Honea.  who  died 
March  29. 

“The  very  morning  after  we 
voted  to  restore  the  house,  John 
Norman  was  there  tearing  out  the 
bathroom,  getting  it  ready  for  a 
carpenter,”  Tyndall  said.  “I 
remember  he  told  me,  ‘I’m  good 
at  tearing  out.  I’m  not  that  good  at 


building,  but  I  can  tear  it  out.’ 

“When  we  started  planning  the 
open  house,  I  thought  of  John 
Norman,  but  Dennis  Wilson,  dea¬ 
con,  suggested  it  first.  A  lot  of 
comments  were  made  to  me  after 
it  was  suggested,  but  the  thing 
that  stood  out  was  that  from  the 
moment  the  church  voted  to 
undertake  the  restoration,  he  was 
100%  positive.  He  was  there  say¬ 
ing  if  you’re  going  to  do  it,  don’t 
do  it  halfway.  Just  do  it  right.” 

Jean  Stewart,  seated  on  the 
new  plaid  couch  in  the  newly 
painted  front  parlor  of  the  parson¬ 
age,  remembered  the  hard  work 
and  laughed  about  what  her  hus¬ 
band  Kenneth  said  one  night  after 
a  full  day  of  working  on  the  par- 
.sonage. 

“I  looked  up  at  him  and  said, 
‘The  Lord  saw  this  finished 
before  we  even  started  it’;  he 
looked  and  me  and  said,  ‘I  sure 
hope  he  saw  it  this  way;  ’cause 
we’re  certainly  not  going  to 
change  it.’” 

Gilbert  is  features  editor  for  the 
McComb  "Enterprise-Journal. " 


The  old  Gillsburg  parsonage,  built  in  the  early  1900s,  housed  until 
1947  the  pastor  of  both  the  Gillsburg  and  Mout  Vernon  churches.  It  sat 
empty  for  18  years  in  the  shadow  of  the  church’s  newer  parsonage,  until 
work  to  restore  it  began  this  spring.  After  church  members  repiaced  peel¬ 
ing  paint,  mildewed  paneling,  and  soot-producing  gas  heaters,  the  land¬ 
mark  house  was  restored  to  its  former  shine.  Outside  the  house  on  its 
dedication  day  (from  left),  are  Brian  Tyndall,  pastor;  Opal  Honea;  Kenneth 
Stewart;  and  Jean  Stewart.  Honea  displays  the  plaque  dedicating  the  par¬ 
sonage  to  the  memory  of  her  husband,  the  late  John  Norman  Honea. 


and  children  crowded  into  the  tiny 
one-room  school  building.  As 
Fisher  and  Sharp  shared  about 
Christ  they  saw  many  interested 
faces  illuminated  by  the  one 
lantern  hanging  about  them. 

The  next  day  Fisher  accompa¬ 
nied  one  of  the  believers  for  sev¬ 
eral  kilometers  as  he  invited  his 
friends  to  the  next  evangelistic 
.service. 

Sharp  had  the  joy  of  working 
alongside  several  of  the  young 
people  he  helped  train  as  they 
passed  out  more  than  1.500  tracts 
to  people  in  an  open  air  market. 

Along  with  the  tracts,  evange¬ 
listic  videos  were  presented  in  the 
market  place,  attracting  as  many 
as  40  people  at  a  time.  At  the  end 
of  the  day  an  invitation  to  accept 
Christ  as  Savior  was  given. 

This  work  in  the  market  is 
important  in  reaching  rural  people 
who  live  in  places  where  there  is 
no  evangelistic  work.  They  come 
to  the  market  to  buy  and  sell 
every  Sunday.  While  there  were 
no  decisions  today  many  seeds 


were  planted.  We’ll  just  have  to 
watch  and  see  how  God  is  at 
work,”  explained  missionary  Tom 
Martin. 

While  Fi.sher  and  Sharp  were  a 
long  way  from  home,  they 
showed  that  the  love  of  Christ  can 
cross  any  cultural  barrier. 

God  gave  me  a  love  for  His¬ 
panics  on  my  last  trip  to  Bolivia.  I 
couldn’t  wait  to  return.  Although 
I  see  lots  of  needs  here  I’ve 
learned  that  I  can’t  change  every¬ 
thing.”  said  Fisher  “but  I’ll  con¬ 
tinue  to  do  what  I  can. 

The  enthusiasm  of  the  young 
men  will  have  a  real  la.sting  effect 
on  a  great  number  of  youth  in 
Bolivia. 

“We  are  grateful  to  Sebastopol 
Church  for  their  help  in  bringing 
Jonathan  and  Wade  here,”  said 
missionary  Cynthia  Martin.  “We 
always  see  great  things  happen 
when  volunteers  come,  especially 
young  people.” 

Martin,  a  Mississippi  native,  is 
a  Southern  Baptist  missionary  to 
Bolivia. 


waoe  risner  or  beoasiopoi  leaos  a  bibie 
(eight  weeks)  volunteer  stint  in  Bolivia. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


authorities  for  being  “blind  leaders 


There  is  one  thing  that  1  know.  If  1 
need  help,  1  have  a  church  in  Clin¬ 
ton  on  whom  1  can  call. 

Johnny  Beaver,  pastor 
Bethlehem  Church,  Morton 


A  final  allegation  in  Dawson’s  of  the  blind.  The  Jesus  who  said 
letter  is  that  “things  that  are  posi-  “Let  he  who  is  without  sin  cast  the 
live  about  our  convention  are  first  stone  is  the  same  Jesus  who 
almost  always  portrayed  in  a  neg-  outlined  sin  more  minutely  and 
ative  way  by  the  ABP.”  In  fact,  condemned  it  more  forcefully  than 
ABP  feels  no  responsibility  to  anyone  had  ever  done  before, 
cast  any  of  our  stories  in  either  a  These  are  not  inconsistencies.  For- 
positive  or  negative  light.  If  there  giveness  is  for  the  sinner,  but  sin  is 
are  two  sides  to  a  story,  we  intend  not  to  be  tolerated, 
to  report  them  both.  Christians,  unite!  Let  us  be  at 

Bob  Allen  peace  with  each  other  and  at  war 

Associate  executive  editor  with  the  world.  Jesus  came  not  to 

Associated  Baptist  Press  bring  peace  but  a  sword,  and  he 

promises  that  anyone  who  suffers 

Now  Bibliocipher  fan  for  following  him  win  ^  reward- 
^  ed.  When  he  returns,  and  that  may 

be  sooner  than  we  think,  let  us  be 
found  doing  his  will. 

Debra  Diaz 
New  Albany 

Choose  godly  values 

Editor: 

I’m  writing  this  in  response  to 
the  July  1 1  letter  to  the  editor  by 
David  Frazier.  My  husband  and  I 
have  two  small  children  who  love 
Mickey  Mouse,  but  if  we  as  par¬ 
ents  allow  anything  to  replace 
godly  values  in  our  home,  then  we 
have  failed  in  our  service  to  God 
and  to  our  chidlren. 

Truly,  I  am  constantly  remind¬ 
ed  through  Frazier  and  others  like 
him,  “There  is  a  way  which 
seemeth  right  unto  a  man,  but  the 
end  thereof  are  the  ways  of  death” 
(Prov.  14:12).  Also,  “And  if  it 
seem  eyil  unto  you  to  serve  the 
Lord,  choose  you  this  day  whom 
you  will  serve;...  But  as  for  me 
and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the 
Lord”  (Joshua  24:15). 

Penny  Watkins 
Tylertown 


liwi  ietim  will  not  be  prmled.  1^  multi-cqpy  oc  form  te^ofs 
tiM(L  correqpondeot  must  include  an  tel^itme 

:  md  die  name  t^his  or  her  dbnirch.  ihi  q^ecial  htstances, 
llbe  vi  a  toter  migjht  cause  undue  embanassnxmt^  die 
Bjbe  w^Siheki  at  wthtf ’s  requeiu  pr  e(£ttM*‘s  discredmi. 

he  limited  to  250  words.  AB  corre^xxsdeoce  is  ^ft|eeL 
shouldjeSaio  fimn  persemid  attacks. 
fhHn  amv  inchvidotu  wiU  be  printed  dritlte  a 


Seeking  a  pastor 


Editor: 

International  Baptist  Church, 
Giessen,  Germany,  is  looking  for 
a  new  pastor  as  of  Feb.  1,  1997. 
The  church  requests  your  assis¬ 
tance  in  making  our  needs  known 
to  any  individual  who  feels  led  to 
minister  to  a  multi-cultural  Eng¬ 
lish  speaking  community  here  in 
Giessen. 

Inquiries  should  be  addressed 
to  Louis  Smith,  director;  Church/ 
Minister  Relations  Dept.;  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board; 
P.O.  Box  530;  Jackson,  MS 
39205. 

Willy  de  Winter,  chairman 

Pastor  Search  Committee 

Giessen,  Germany 


has  a  celebration  planned  in  Oct. 
and  the  remaining  seven  are 
encouraged  by  the  commission  to 
ab-so.  One  of  this  number.  First 
Church,  Pontotoc,  has  been 
involved  in  an  ongoing,  extensive 
array  of  sesquicentennial  activi¬ 
ties. 

Two  churches,  each  175  years 
old.  Old  Hebron  in  Jeff  Davis 
County,  scheduled  a  July  celebra¬ 
tion;  and  in  March,  Mt.  Moriah  in 
Lincoln  County  celebrated  this 
significant  event. 

The  grand  total  of  years  served  ABP  respOnds 
by  current  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches  in  quarter-century  seg¬ 
ments  of  the  centennial;  125 
years;  sesquicentennial;  or  175 
years  old  is  4,525. 

Edward  L.  McMillan 
Executive  Secretary 
Miss.  Baptist  Historical  Comm. 

Clinton 


Gambling  on  the  rise 


Editor: 

A  recent  study  reveals  that 
while  70,000,000  Americans 
attend  Major  League  Baseball 
games  every  year,  about  120  mil¬ 
lion  go  to  casinos.  In  20  years,  the 
amount  of  money  legally  wagered 
in  this  country  has  skyrocketed 
2,800%,  from  $17  billion  in  1974 
to  $482  billion  in  1994. 

The  evils  of  gambling  are  in 
plain  evidence  in  areas  where 
casinos  exist.  The  spread  of 
gambling  in  Mississippi,  which  is 
located  in  the  Bible  Belt  of  this 
nation,  happened  overnight  when 
no  one  apparently  was  watching, 
and  according  to  the  news  media, 
new  casinos  are  being  constructed 
regularly  across  the  state.  The 
bright  lights  and  publicized  enter¬ 
tainment  in  these  casinos  are  an 
enticement  for  increased  numbers 
of  people  to  become  involved  in 
gambling. 

I  strongly  urge  Christians  to 
pray  that  eyes  will  be  opened  to 
see  and  acknowledge  gambling  to 
be  satanically  designed  to  destroy 
lives,  and  that  it  will  be  exposed 
and  opposed. 

Furthermore,  concerned  Chris¬ 
tians  are  encouraged  to  pray  for 
those  addicted  to  gambling  to  see 
their  plight  and  to  earnestly  desire 
and  seek  freedom  through  the 
mercy  and  help  of  the  Lord. 

Paul  Wilson 

Nettleton 


Editor: 

For  a  long  time  I  looked  at  the 
Bibliocipher  puzzle  appearing 
each  week  on  the  back  page  of 
“The  Baptist  Record,”  and  won¬ 
dered  what  value  this  had  for  your 
readers. 

During  a  recent  senior  adult 
retreat  at  the  Gulfshore  Assembly, 

I  met  the  affable  and  talented 
author  of  this  feature,  Charles 
Marx.  He  taught  me  how  to  read 
and  solve  these  formidable  look¬ 
ing  puzzles.  This  is  an  excellent 
and  a  wonderful  way  to  learn 
verses  from  the  Bible.  This  excit¬ 
ing  challenge  provides  a  new 
dimension  to  Bible  study  as  I 
work  the  puzzles. 

Now  that  I  am  a  Bibliocipher 
fan,  I  can  hardly  wait  until  the 
next  issue  of  ‘The  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord”  comes.  I  challenge  other 
readers  to  learn  the  secret  of  solv¬ 
ing  these  interesting  puzzles.  It  is 
both  fascinating  and  helpful. 

Thank  you  for  carrying  this 
delightful  feature,  which  makes  a 
good  paper  even  better. 

W.  Levon  Moore 
Kosciusko 

Once  upon  a  time... 

Time  to  take  stand 

Editor; 

Editor:  It  must  have  been  20  years  ago 

Much  has  been  written  lately  when  some  Disney-loving  mes- 
about  intolerance.  It  has  become  senger  to  one  of  our  convention 
a  synonym  for  racism,  bigotry,  meetings  stood  at  a  mike  and 
self-righteousness,  and  moved  that  we  ask  Disney  to 

hypocrisy.  It  is  not  politically  change  “The  Wonderful  World  of 
correct  to  be  intolerant.  Disney”  to  another  night.  Since  it 

There  seems  to  be  a  concerted  came  on  Sunday  nights  at  6  p.m., 
effort  to  put  our  churches  to  sleep  he  said.  Baptists  weren’t  able  to 
regarding  these  and  other  issues,  watch  it  since  we  were  all  in 
(You  may  split  as  many  hairs  as  church! 

you  like  as  to  whether  these  are  Well,  our  people  must  be  stay- 
political  or  moral  issues  —  all  ing  home  to  watch  it  now, 
wrongdoing  is  rooted  in  immorali-  because  fewer  and  fewer  are  at 
ty.)  Too  many  pastors  are  not  tak-  Sunday  night  church;  the  world 
ing  a  stand.  Instead  they  are  never  has  set  its  agenda  or  its 
preaching  “tolerance.”  They  are  schedule  to  our  liking;  and  why 
straddling  that  fence  of  political  does  that  keep  surprising  us? 
correctness,  afraid  of  being  Joe  McKee ver,  pastor 
labeled  fanatics  or,  worse  yet.  First  Church 
fundamentalists.  Kenner,  La. 


Editor: 

Ken  Dawson’s  letter  in  the  July 
1 1  “Baptist  Record”  concerning 
Associated  Baptist  Press  (ABP) 
contains  misleading  statements 
that  could  confuse  Mississippi 
Baptists  if  left  unchallenged. 

First,  he  alleges  “bias”  in 
ABP’s  report  on  the  impact  of  Jim 
Kudos  for  evangelism  Henry’s  presidency.  There  has 

been  conflict  in  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  (SBC)  between 
moderates  and  conservatives,  and 
two  clearly-defined  factions 
backed  presidential  candidates  in 
elections  throughout  the  1980s. 
That  tension  is  played  out  in  a 
more  subdued  form  in  the  1990s 
between  conservatives  who  feel 
Convention  leaders  should  strong¬ 
ly  support  the  reform  agenda  of 
the  so-called  “conservative  resur¬ 
gence”  and  others,  who.  believe  the 
time  has  come  for  the  Convention 
to  be  more  inclusive.  All  this  has 
been  discussed  openly  by  SBC 
leaders.  If  that  sounds  to  Dawson 
like  “a  hostile  takeover  by  a 
small,  aberrant  group,”  it  is  his 
inference. 

Second,  he  says  ABP  “legit¬ 
imized”  a  comment  that  the  Con¬ 
vention  needs  “a  wide_  open  elec¬ 
tion  process.”  In  fact,  what  the 
story  did  was  accurately  quote 
Jim  Henry’s  statement  to  that 
effect.  Henry  subsequently  picked 
up  on  that  theme  in  his  president’s 
address  at  the  SBC  annual  meet¬ 
ing.  The  ABP  story  also  quoted 
individuals  who  disagree  with 
Henry  and  no  attempt  was  made 
to  “legitimate”  one  point  of  view 
over  the  other. 

Third,  he  criticizes  another 
story  about  a  hiring  dispute  at 
Louisiana  College,  alleging  “neg¬ 
ative  inference”  and  an  attempt  to 
“stereotype”  a  conservative  trus¬ 
tee.  The  story  accurately  describes 
charges  brought  against  trustees 
by  disgruntled  faculty.  An  attempt 
was  made  to  interview  the  tru.stee 
chair,  but  he  declined  to  defend 
the  board  because  discussion  was 


Editor: 

1  would  like  to  commend  the 
members  and  staff  of  Morrison 
Heights  Church,  Clinton,  for  the 
Evangelism  Explosion  Clinic  they 
hosted  July  12-17.  I  cannot  think 
of  anything  that  has  impacted  my 
life  like  this  clinic.  It  placed  a 
burning  fire  of  desire  to  be  an 
active  witness  for  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

I  have  never  seen  a  clinic  that, 
went  as  smoothly  as  this  one.  It 
was  this  church’s  faithfulness  that 
made  this  week  as  impacting  as  it 
was.  The  meals,  the  lodging,  and 
many  volunteers  who  helped  in 
this  clinic  were  wonderful.  From 
meeting  with  my  own  personal 
prayer  partners  to  going  out  and 
actually  doing  evangelism,  this 
pastor  could  tell  that  evangelism 
was  their  heartbeat.  1  could  not 
have  even  gone  without  the  schol¬ 
arship  that  was  made  available  by 
this  church. 

1  was  most  impressed  with  the 
training  of  their  lay  people,  and 
lay  people  from  surrounding 
churches  who  took  us  out  three 
nights  to  train  us  on  what  they  had 
learned.  1  saw  ordinary  jjeople  do 
extraordinary  things  for  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  They  knew  how  to 
share  the  gospel.  They  depended 
mightily  on  the  Lord  as  they  went 
out.  Because  of  their  effort,  in 
three  nights  we  saw  32  people 
come  to  Christ.  Gcxl  did  the  sav¬ 
ing  but  these  volunteers  did  the 
sharing.  Praise  the  Lord! 

I  am  excited  about  the  possibil¬ 
ities  in  my  own  church.  We  plan 
to  start  this  ministry  in  the  fall. 


Marking  milestones 


Editor: 

Among  its  many  responsibili¬ 
ties.  the  Mississippi  Baptist  His- 
torical  Commission  has  the 
delightful  opportunity  to  assist 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches  cele¬ 
brate  significant  anniversaries. 

During  its  summer  .session,  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Historical 
Commission  observed  that  five 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches  had 
already  celebrated  centennial 
anniversaries  this  year.  Nine  oth¬ 
ers  are  also  1(K)  years  old  and  are 
encouraged  to  plan  special  cele¬ 
brations  if  they  have  not  yet  done 
so.  In  addition,  nine  of  our 
churches  are  1 25  years  old.  Three 
of  those  have  already  celebrated 
this  significant  anniversary  and  in 
all  likelihwxl,  others  are  seriously 
planning  a  significant  celebration 
for  this  memorable  achievement. 

Eleven  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches  have  reached  the  sesqui- 
centcnnial.  Three  of  those  have 
celebrated  that  milestone;  another 


At  Beeson, 


S«n.o,<l  «  «.  E^.  Opport*..,  In.«u,K-.  .nP 

ol  f*e«.  Mior.  i«.  h«K»kap  w  Mtionrt  or  Plfcwc  ocW«- ••“O"  •* 


"At  Beeson,  we  all  share  a  common  belief  in  Jesus  Christ. 
That’s  what  gives  us,  as  students,  our  coninection.  When 
you  have  struggled  together  over  Greek  and  Hebrew,  prayed 
over  someone’s  sick  child,  and  rejoiced  over  a  child  who 
has  recovered,  the  differences  cease  to  matter.  They  are 
just  not  enough  to  separate  us.’’ 

Susan  Laney,  M.  Div.  '94 


Beeson  offers  M.Div..  MXS.  and  D.Min.  desree  programs.  For  more  information, 
write  the  director  of  admissions,  or  call  1-800-888-8266. 


SAMFORD  UNIVERSITY 


Retirement  realized,  S.  McComb 
pastor  “shucking  down  to  the  cob” 


N.  Delta  serves  home  field 


North  Delta  Association  recently  sponsored  its  15th  mission  trip  to  Ari¬ 
zona.  A  group  of  22  men  (pictured)  took  three  vans  and  drove  straight 
through  to  Phoenix  from  Clarksdale  to  help  repair  a  church  in  Filmore, 
Ariz.  It  is  a  Baptist  church  with  a  large  social  ministry  and  housing  com¬ 
plex  meeting  the  needs  of  the  needy  and  homeless  people  in  the  area. 
Much  of  the  work  was  repairing  the  facilities,  adding  a  porch,  putting  drop 
ceilings  in  some  rooms,  repairing  the  roof,  and  painting,"  said  M.C.  John¬ 
son,  director  of  missions  for  North  Delta  Association. 

Revival  Results 


Rocky  Point,  Carthage:  July 
28  -Aug.  3;  five  professions  of 

Paul  Truitt  Memorial  Baptist 
Church  *—  Pearl.  Mss. 

will  celebrate  their 

SOUi  Auaivewy  Sept  14-15, 1996. 
We  are  searching  for  former  Staff  and 
Church  members.  Write  us  at  3705 
Old  Bnudon  Road,  Peari.  NS  39206 
or  ad  ns  at  (601 )  939-2975. 

All  former  members  and  friends  are 
urged  to  remember  these  dates: 
Sept  14-15. 


faith;  Jim  Hill,  evangelist;  Jim 
Hill  family,  music;  William 
Wright,  pastor. 

Longview,  Starkville:  July 
14-19;  four  professions  of  faith; 
J.  Frank  Smith,  McComb,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Steve  and  Becky  Carver, 
Starkville,  music;  Donald  I. 
Pouns,  pastor. 

Liberty  (Mississippi):  Aug. 
4-7;  14  professions  of  faith;  two 
by  letter;  Jerry  Swimmer,  luka, 
evangelist;  Tony  Hinton,  Wes¬ 
son,  music;  Martin  Hayden, 
pastor. 


(Editor's  note:  Millican  is 
chairman  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Board  of  Ministerial 
Education.  The  following  is 
adapted  from  an  article  in  the 
McComb  “Enterprise  Journal”.) 

A  few  years  ago  when  retire¬ 
ment  came  into  focus,  David  Mil¬ 
lican  began  shucking  down  to  the 
cob  in  his  weekly  church  bulletins. 

“I  decided  I’m  going  to  write 
some  real  substance  in  my  views,” 
said  Millican,  61,  who  retired  on 
July  14.  “I’m  going  to  let  them 
know  exactly  how  I  feel.” 

So  ho.w  does  he  feel? 

“I  just  feel  like,  frankly,  we’re  in 
a  sick  society  when  we  will  pay  the 
enormous  salaries  for  pet^le  to  play 
ball,  for  people  to  sing  obscene 
songs,”  declaied  the  white-haired, 
suspender-wearing  preacher.  “We 
pay  those  people  miMe  than  we  pay 
our  education^  leaders.” 

On  paper  Millican  may  come 
across  as  a  fire-breathing  rabble- 
rouser,  but  that’s  a  far  cry  from 
Millican  the  man. 

“He’s  a  person  that  doesn’t  like 
any  controversy,”  said  Jewel  Rush¬ 
ing,  who  was  on  the  South 
McComb  Church  pastor  search 
committee  that  hired  Millican  33 
years  ago.  “He’s  kind  of  a  peace¬ 
maker.  I  know  he’s  really  emotion¬ 
al  with  the  people  in  that  church, 
as  I’ve  notic^  when  be  preached  a 
sermon  or  had  to  say  good-bye. 
He’s  just  gotten  to  be  a  part  of 
everybody’s  family  down  there.” 


By  Ernest  Herndon 

“I’ve  never  met  a  pastor  of  a 
community  and  a  church  any  bet¬ 
ter  than  he  is,”  added  church 
member  Ray  Scott,  who  helped 
organize  the  retirement  program 
for  Millican. 

Millican  was  reared  dirt-poor  in 
Alabama. 

“I  lived  there  when  I  entered 
the  ministry  at  19.  My  being 
called  to  the  ministry  was  signifi¬ 
cant  for  me  coming  out  of  that 
background.  If  you  had  told  me 
when  I  was  a  teen-ager  living  in 
that  housing  project  that  I’d  have  a 
letter  from  the  governor  congratu¬ 
lating  me  on  my  work  and  that  I’d 
have  a  building  named  in  my 
honor.  I’d  have  thought  that  was  a 
dream  world,”  Millican  said. 

Millican  got  his  bachelor’s 
degree  from  William  Carey  College 
in  1958,  his  master  of  divinity  from 
New  Orleans  Seminary  in  1964, 
and  his  doctor  of  ministry  from 
Luther  Rice  Seminary  in  1983. 

He  was  at  First  Church  in 
Stonewall  when  the  pastor  search 
committee  arrived  from  South 
McComb  in  1963. 

Since  coming  to  McComb,  Mil¬ 
lican  has  baptized  591  people  — 
three  generations,  in  fact.  In  his  42- 
year  career  he’s  officiated  at  1,100 
funerals,  married  452  couples,  and 
conducted  235  revivals.  He’s  also 
seen  the  construction  of  all  new 
buildings  at  South  McComb. 

“South  McComb  —  that’s  the 
joy  of  my  life,”  Millican  said. 

By  now  most  folks  realize  that 
Millican  the  writer  and  Millican 
the  man  are  two  different  crea¬ 
tures.  He  uses  writing  to  sound 
off,  to  amuse,  to  shock  —  but  also 
to  e^ify.  In  1982  he  published  a 
book  entitled  “Bible  Readings  and 
a  Thought  for  a  Day,”  and  has 
written  numerous  articles  for 
Southern  Baptist  publications. 

He’s  considering  compiling 
some  of  his  writings  into  another 
book  after  retirement.  He’ll  con¬ 
tinue  his  15-year  career  as  hospital 


MUlican 

chaplain  at  Southwest  Mississippi 
Regional  Medical  Center. 

Millican’ s  sun-bright  office  is 
on  the  fifth  floor  in  the  new  wing 
at  Southwest  —  not  that  he  spends 
much  time  there. 

“Every  patient  gets  a  visit  from 
me  or  the  volunteers,”  said  Milli¬ 
can,  who  coordinates  30-40  volun¬ 
teers,  mostly  pastors,  from  a  wide 
array  of  area  churches. 

One  thing  he  won’t  be  doing 
after  retirement  is  traveling 
overseas.  Millican  has  gone  on 
short-term  mission  trips  to 
Argentina,  South  Korea,  and 
three  times  to  the  Philippines,  as 
recently  as  last  year. 

Whether  in  a  jungle  village, 
high-rise  office  or  Baptist  pulpit, 
Millican  sees  only  one  solution  to 
society’s  ills:  “Win  people  to 
Christ.  That’s  the  only  hope. 

“I  plan  to  preach  somewhere 
every  Sunday,  send  my  tithe  to 
South  McComb  Church,  pray  for 
my  pastor  and  my  church  every 
day,  and  minister  to  the  sick  at 
Southwest  Regional.  That’s  my 
retirement.  I’ve  earned  it.  I’ve 
worked  for  it,  and  if  the  Lord  wills 
it.  I’m  going  to  enjoy  iC’  he  said. 

Hei^on  is  a  staff  writer  for  the 
McComb  “ Enterprise-Journal.  ” 
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our  unity  is 

in  Jesus  Christ. 


New  leaders  appointed  at 
Wm.  Carey  on  the  Coast 


Just  for  the  Record 


Pinson  served  for  26  years  on  the 
faculty  and  administration  of 
Union  University  in  Jackson, 
Tenn. 

Brown  recently  retired  as  a 
lieutenant  colonel  in  the  U.S.  Air 
Force  —  stationed  at  Keesler  Air 
Force  Base  —  following  a  distin¬ 
guished  military  career.  She  has 
previously  taught  graduate  and 
undergraduate  courses  at  WCC  in 
nutrition,  health  care  management, 
strategic  policy,  and  business 
ethics. 


Two  new  administrative 
appointments  were  announced 
Aug.  8  by  William  Carey  College 
(WCC)  as  the  institution  begins  a 
leadership  transition  at  its  Gulf 
Coast  operations  during  the  1996- 
97  academic  year. 

Patricia  Pinson  has  been  named 
associate  dean  of  WCC  on  the 
Coast,  and  Denise  Brown  will 
assume  new  resjionsibilities  as 
director  of  academic  services  on 
the  coast  campus. 

Prior  to  joining  WCC  in  1995, 


The  combined  youth  choirs  of  Rocky  Creek  Fla.,  as  well  as  several  churches  in  South  Mississippi 


First  Church,  Leakesville,  has  the  afternoon  service.  Reid  has 
;alled  Tony  Daughtry  as  minister  pastored  Friendship  Church, 
af  youth,  effective  June  30.  A  Brookhaven,  for  27  of  his  41  ye^s 
native  of  Memphis,  he  received  in  the  ministry.  Reid  will  be  avail- 
liis  education  at  William  Carey  able  for  interim  work  and  revivals 
College.  His  previous  place  of  ser-  after  Oct.  1.  His  address  will  be 
vice  was  Sandy  Hook  Church.  Rt.  7,  Box  413,  Brookhaven,  MS 

39601 ;  telephone  (601 )  532-6201 . 

Tylertown  Church,  Walthall 

Association,  called  David  L.  Fellowship  Church,  Stark- 
Rader  as  minister  of  education,  ville,  has  called  J.E.  Sims  as  pas- 
effective  Aug.  5.  A  native  of  tor,  effective  Aug.  15.  He  received 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  he  received  his  his  education  at  William  Carey 
education  at  McNeese  State  Uni-  College  and  Bethany  Theological 
versity  and  Southwestern  Semi-  Seminary,  with  additional  gradu- 
nary.  He  previously  served  in  Fort  ate  work  at  Mississippi  State  Uni- 
Worth.  versity  and  the  University  of  Mis¬ 

sissippi.  His  previous  place  of  ser- 
Wiley  Reid,  pastor  at  Friend-  vice  was  Immanuel  Church, 
ship  Church,  Bookhaven,  Columbus, 
announced  his  retirement  to  be 
effective  on  Sept.  2.  A  special  ser¬ 
vice  will  be  held  in  his  honor  on 
Sept.  1.  Following  the  11  a.m. 
worship  service,  there  will  be  a 
dinner  on  the  grounds  and  an 
afternoon  song  service.  Talmadge 
Smith  will  be  the  guest  speaker  for 


The  group  was  comprised  of  55  youths  and  15  adults. 
Backyard  Bible  Clubs  were  conducted  for  three  days  in 
Bradenton,  leading  30  children  to  Christ. 

I  Bayou  View  Church,  Gulf- 
port,  has  had  seven  members  vol- 

aunteer  for  short-term  foreign  mis¬ 
sions,  15  serve  in  the  States  with 
World  Changers,  and  the  youth 
group  led  a  mission  VBS  in  a  local 
low-income  apartment  complex. 
The  foreign  volunteers  are  Jon 
Caranna,  Ecuador,  three  months 
with  Teen-mania;  Mike  Albritton, 
one  week  on  a  medical  mission  in 
Guatemala;  Janie  Baylis,  one  week 
medicalA'BS  mission  in  Honduras; 
Charles  Delk  and  Gerald  Bullock, 
two  weeks  in  Peru  rebuilding  a 
Christian  youth  camp;  Robert 
Baylis  and  Judy  Curtis  will  .spend 
one  week  in  November  on  a  med¬ 
ical  mission  in  Honduras.  . 

i. 

The  New  Wine  Singers  will 
be  featured  at  Antioch  Church, 
Monticello,  on  Sunday,  Sept.  1 ,  at 
5:30  p.m. 


Church,  Lucedale,  and  Arlington  Heights  Church, 
Pascagoula,  recently  returned  from  a  joint  choir 
tour/mission  trip  to  Pensacola,  Tampa,  and  Bradenton, 


Fred  Lawrence  Joined  the  staff 
of  First  Church,  Charleston,  as 
interim  pastor  effective  July  2 1 . 


Twenty-three  members  of  the  Moses  Sunday  School  Class  of  First 
Church,  Hazlehurst,  composed  of  blind  and  handicapped  members,  went 
on  their  annual  class  trip  to  Nashville,  July  3-6.  The  trip  was  the  10th  for 
the  class. 

son.  Aug.  3 1  at  7  p.m.  For  more 
information,  contact  Billy  Ashley 
at  (601  >643-5847. 


A  gospel  concert  featuring  the 
Martins  and  Country  Praise  will 
be  held  at  Zion  Hill  Church.  Wes- 


Come  Re|olce  Wtth  Us 


Call  Dial-A-Hymn  and  hear  a  lovely  Hymn,  an  inspirational 
message,  and  a  prayer  sung  and  narrated  by  Leonard  Graves ... 
1-900-787-0103.  Only  99  cents  per  min.,  average  call  is  4  min., 
average  cost  is  $3.96.  Must  be  18  or  older.  New  hymn  and  mes¬ 
sage  every  Monday!  Sponsored  by  Select  900  Big  Bear  Lake,  Cal¬ 
ifornia.  Call  Today!  1-900-787-0103. 


Your  Church 
Cannot  Be  Destroyed 
Your  Church 
Building  Can! 

The  spirit  of  your  Church 
cannot  be  destroyed. 

But  your  Church  building  can! 
Protect  it  with 
the  Church  specialists . . . 


August  26 
at  7:00PM 
Ldmission  is 
^  Free  /w 


Children's  Village  seeks 
resident  care  workers 

There  is  an  immediate  need  for  mature,  Christian  c^ka  and  iin;jj 
gles  to  serve  as  child  care  workers  in  die  MSesUsppi  Baptitt  Qai- 


Bob  Ford 

Andy  Moak  —  Ken  Shearer 
Boyles  Moak  &  Brickell  Ins. 
P.O.  Box  14247 
Jackson,  MS  39236 
(601)982-4700 


drea's  Village  Cbemiad  1 
Aoalicwnts  moR  be  ift 


mmer  :  * 
ectacular<5>’ 


PSEFERREO  RISK  MUTLML 
INSURANCE  COMRANY  e 
A  Mtmtar  or  PREFEIMED  RISK  GROUT 

VWm  [>s  Mcxm  loMd 


America’i  Noodrinken  InmiraDce  Company! 

‘Endorsed  By  Annuity  Board  of 
Southern  Bapttet  Convention” 


congress 

of  Missions.  Evangelism  and  Church 
LomsvUIe,  Ky.,  and  the  evangelism 
^on  ^  the  Home  Missis  Board  (HMB)  will  sponsor  the  Scood 

of  «o>V*ops  fcr  ovangolisB  led  by  some 

‘*11118  crm^im  d^goed  by  SoutiMim  Bm^ist  evan^li^  to 

^  professioiKeds^ttitique 
<tf  NCSiiE  ^  is  th®  wofkshops  jrtaiiijcd  for  the  wives.  Wc  aic 
also  tnntiftg  }mtm  with  a  heart  for  evujg^ism  to  s^tead.  Woit- 
sl^ai^at  helfMttg  tbm  to bidW  stronger  evangelistic  churches 
will  be  closed,  said  lerry  Dia^e,  program  tjyucc^ 

In  ad^knt  to  the  ^1-  plus  webshops,  dtere  will  be  eight  tdeotury 
sessions  f^nng  Robert  Colemaa,  Diace.  Roy  Fish,  Steve  Hale 
Richard  Harris.  Anne  Grahfiin  Lotz,  Stephen  Olford,  and  Glean 
Shei^^toL 

Abi»  Gr^iam  Urn  will  spe^  at  a  lumhetm  on  Ian.  14  for  the 
ei^eli^’  wiv<»  and  ww^  in  die  Louisville 

R^^rv^mis  wtB  be  Imufed  due  to  space.  The  ragistiatton  fee  is 
$50  for  each  i»stor  and  $80  if  both  pastor  and  wife  attend  Checks 
should  be  made  payable  to  NCSBE  ’07  in  care  of  Jerry  Dnicc  Evan- 


Richmond  Church,  Lee  County  (photo  at  right) 
held  deacon  ordination  services  on  May  5  for  Bruct 
Wilcox  (left)  and  Tona-Carr  (right),  who  was  reinacted 
The  charge  to  the  deacons  was  led  by  G.L.  Ford 
retired  former  interim  pastor.  Sean  K.  Tutor  Sr.  (cen¬ 
ter)  is  pastor. 


Dot  Bell  (right)  was  honored  by 
First  Church,  Pontotoc,  on  Aug.  1 1 , 
her  20th  anniversary  as  church 
secretary.  Pictured  with  her  is  her 
husband  Jerry.  W.H.  Sims  III  is 
pastor. 


Rusty  Bird  (third  from  right)  has  recently  been  called  to  serve  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  Cruger  Church,  Cniger.  He  was  ordained  on  June  23  to  the  ministry 
by  Cruger  Church.  He  has  served  as  youth  minister  in  various  churches  A 
native  of  West  Point,  Bird  is  a  graduate  of  Blue  Mountain  College  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  His  wife  is  the  former  Holly  Walton  dt  Manila,  Ark  Par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  ordination  service  (from  left)  were;  Greg  Householder, 
chairman  of  deacons;  Gerald  Welch,  director  of  missions.  Holmes  Associ¬ 
ation;  Steven  Pritchett,  music;  Bird;  Terry  Partin,  pastor  of  West  End 
Church  on  Hipps,  pastor  off  reedom- Church,  Myrick. 

June  30.  A  stu-  First  Church.  Verona.  is  the  pastor  of  Glade  Church, 

dent  at  Blue 

Mountain  Col-  Jim  Taylor  was  ordained  to  Myron  C.  Noonkester,  pro- 
lege,  he  is  the  ministry  at  Glade  Church,  fessor  of  history  at  William  Carey 
available  for  Laurel,  on  Aug.  4.  He  has  recent-  College,  will  have  an  article  pub- 
pulpit  supply,  ly  been  called  as  pastor  of  Fdl-  lished  by  the  “Journal  of  Briti.sh 
interim,  or  pas-  lowship  Church,  Ellisville.  He  Studies.”  His  article  examines 
torate.  He  can  and  his  wife,  the  former  Catrina  how  English  institutional  values 
be  contacted  at  Burnham  of  Pine  Grove  Church,  continue  to  permeate  governing 
(601)  566-  Ellisville,  are  the  parents  of  one  practice  in  the  English-speaking 

2101.  Holcomb  i.s  a  member  of  daughter,  Ally.  Mike  Thompson  world. 


Revival  Dates 


Holcomb 


Nearly  one-fifth  of  all  abortions 
granted  to  “evangelical”  women 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Women  who  claim  no 
religious  identification  apparently  are  about  four 
times  as  likely  to  have  an  abortion  as  those  who  iden¬ 
tify  with  a  religion,  according  to  a  recent  .study,  but 
nearly  one  in  five  women  who  have  an  abortion 
describes  herself  as  a  “born-again”  or  “evangelical” 
Christian. 

The  1994-95  national  survey,  released  Aug.  7,  also 
revealed  an  increasing  number  of  women  are  using 
abortion  as  a  back-up  for  contraceptive  failure.  The 
study  showed  about  58%  of  women  used  a  form  of 
contraception  the  month  they  became  pregnant,  as 
compared  to  5 1%  in  a  similar  survey  in  1987. 

The  Alan  Guttmacher  Institute  (AGI),  a  special 
affiliate  of  the  abortion  advocacy  organization 
Planned  Parenthood  Federation  of  America,  surveyed 
nearly  10,000  women  in  1 3  hospitals  and  87  non-hos¬ 
pital  facilities.  The  institute  also  did  a  study  of  nearly 
1().()(X)  abortion  customers  in  1987. 

If  the  survey  approaches  accuracy,  the  results  on 
evangelical  women  “should  moti¬ 
vate  us  to  persevere  for  the  long 
haul.”  .said  Ben  MiU'he4l?-*»- South-* 
ern  Baptist  biomedical  issues  spe¬ 
cialist.  “This  study  demonstrates 


her  own  walls  to  prevent  the  sen.seless  killing  of  the 
unborn." 

The  survey's  results  on  contraceptive  failure  also 
confirm  something  pro-lifers  have  frequently 
observed,  Mitchell  said. 

“Abortions  are  .sought  as  a  means  of  contraception 
—  so  that  individuals  can  continue  their  promiscuous 
lifestyle  or  avoid  the  consequences  of  bad  decisions,” 
he  said. 

“Killing  a  baby  is  a  pretty  lousy  remedy  for  a  bro¬ 
ken  condom.”  Mitchell  .said.  “Even  if  there  were  no 
other  biblical  reason  for  sexual  abstinence  before 
marriage,  the  failure  rate  of  contraceptives  is  rea.son 
enough.  Indeed,  true  love  waits.” 

More  than  32%  of  women  who  have  abortions 
indicated  their  partners  had  used  condoms  the  month 
they  became  pregnant,  the  survey  showed. 

AGI  announced  last  year  abortions  had  fallen  from 
a  high  of  about  1.6  million  during  much  of  the  1980s 
to  1.52  million  in  1992. 


McCall  Creek  (Franklin): 
July  26-28;  Eugene  Roberts, 
Brookhaven,  pastor,  preaching; 
David  and  Ruth  Lunceford,  Mt. 
Vernon.  Ind..  music;  1  profession 
of  faith. 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


★  Cushions  *  Baplistries 

*  Steeples  iF  Renovation 

iF  Pen  s  and  Pulpit 
Furniture 
I  New  and  Used) 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 

"Internationally  known  specialists' 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  305-C  —  Greenwood,  Miss.  38930 


WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Call  Henry  Headden 
Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc, 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 
1-(800)-370-6180 
1-(615)-371-6180 


Forms  available  for  ’97  SBC 


Housing  guide.s  and  request  forms  for  the  1997  annual  meeting  of 
the  .Southern  Baptist  Convention  are  available  by  calling  the  office  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board’s  executive  director-trea¬ 
surer  at  (601)  968-38(X)  ortoll-free  outisde  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 
The  meeting  will  be  held  in  Dallas.  June  17-19,  1997. 


Available  in  20  ft,  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  Passenger) 


ARTISTS  PERFORM  WITH  CHRISTIAN  FOCUS  -  W.C  Taylor  (lett) 
member  of  Hardy  Church,  North  Central  Association,  was  elected  June  29 
as  president  of  the  National  Fellowship  of  Performing  Artists  at  the  trienni¬ 
al  meeting  of  the  National  Fellowship  of  Baptists  in  Missions  at  Ridge¬ 
crest  N  C.  Becky  Collins  (right)  of  Dickson,  Tenn.,  wa?  elected  coordina¬ 
tor.  The  National  Fellowship  of  Performing  Artists  seek  to  reach  people  tor 
the  Lord  through  individual  and  joint  efforts.  For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  Taylor  at  (601)  226-7299. 


Messianic  panelists  laud 


Have  you  heard  of  Internat’l 
Friendship  Family  program? 


September  1996  is  fast 
approaching,  and  with  it  will  come 
500,000  internationals  studying  in 
colleges  and  universities  in  the 
United  States. 

More  than  2,000  will  form  a 
part  of  the  student  bodies  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  schools.  Many  more  will 
live  and  work  in  our  state.  It  is  sad 
to  think  that  most  of  them  will 
come  and  go  without  experiencing 
the  warm  welcome  that  comes 
from  cross-cultural  friendships  in 
an  American  Christian  home. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board 
(FMB)  has  begun  an  effort  to 
reach  internationals  in  the  U.S. 
temporarily  for  education,  busi¬ 
ness,  or  other  reasons,"  said  Bill 
Wakefield,  FMB  vice  president 
for  international  outreach. 

Retired  or  former  missionaries 
are  volunteers  in  22  states  who 
help  make  the  International  Friend¬ 
ship  Family  Program  a  reality. 

The  program  helps  internation¬ 
als  adjust  to  their  new  environ¬ 
ment  and  befriends  them  while 
they  are  in  the  States.  In  return  the 
host  family  is  enriched  by  rela¬ 
tionships  formed  that  will  last  a 
lifetime. 

Vlow  can  we  in  Mississippi  "get 


By  Indy  Whitten 

a  handle”  on  reaching  the  interna¬ 
tional  students?  It  seems  natural  to 
have  cooperation  between  Baptist 
Student  Union  (BSU)  directors 
and  local  churches,  with  strong 
participation  of  the  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  (WMU). 

Mississippi  College  is  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  plans  to  extend  open 
homes  and  open  hearts  to  interna¬ 
tionals. 

The  MC  BSU  director  Jeff 
Powell  spoke  to  the  Internation¬ 
al/Missionary  Kid  group  of  the 
WMU  at  First  Church,  Clinton,  in 
July. 

Each  international  and  mission¬ 
ary  kid  will  be  adopted  by  a  fami¬ 
ly  of  the  church.  The  suggestion  is 
that  this  adoption  be  an  activity  at 
least  once  a  month  when  the  inter¬ 
national  is  invited  to  enjoy  time 
with  the  American  family.  This 
may  be  a  meal,  a  picnic,  a  ball 
game,  a  fishing  trip,  or  any  other 
sharing  activity. 

FMB  has  information  available, 
including  two  booklets,  “A  Family 
Guide  to  the  International  Friend¬ 
ship  Family  Program"  and  "An 
International  Guide  to  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Family  Friendship  Pro¬ 
gram.” 


These  free  booklets  will  help 
both  Americans  and  internationals 
more  easily  cross  culturaFtiamers. 
There  is  a  very  helpful  folder  cnh" 
tied  "Strangers  in  a  Strange  Land. 

The  Bible  talks  about  reaching 
out  to  people  of  other  lands:  "The 
stranger  who  resides  with  you 
shall  be  to  you  as  the  native 
among  you,  and  you  shall  love 
him  as  yourself"  (Lev.  19:34, 
NASB). 

Only  those  who  have  experi¬ 
enced  those  early  days  in  a  foreign 
country  can  feel  in  their  hearts  the 
comfort  of  the  words,  "I  was  a 
STRANGER  and  you  invited  me 
in"  (Matt.  25:35). 

For  information  write  or  call 
The  International  Outreach  Office, 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  P.O.  Box  6767,  Richmond, 
VA  23230-0767;  telephone  (804) 
219-1286;  or  Charles  and  Indy 
Whitten,  International  Outreach 
Representative  for  Mississippi, 
108  West  Lakeview  Drive,  Clin¬ 
ton,  MS  39056;  telephone  (601) 
924-1340. 

The  Whittens  are  former  career 
missionaries  to  Spain,  and  most 
recently  served  as  MBCB’s  volun¬ 
teer  praver  ministry  coordinators. 
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SBC’s  resolution  to  focus 
on  Jewish  evangelism 


contract  adverti^ng.  Wfaude  name,  adAess,  zip  code, 


RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Caih"^ with  older  except  an 
and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads. 


children  —  come  be  a  part  of  our 
ministry  family!  Call  or  write:  Doug 
McWhirter,  P.O.  Box  91294, 
Mobile,  AL  36691-1294.  (334) 
639-1022. 


SEE  THE  GREAT  Passion  Play, 
Eureka  Springs,  Ark.!  $31  Group 
Pkg.  includes  the  Best  ($13)  Tick¬ 
ets,  plus  fun,  lodging,  &  meals. 
Where  One  Call  Does  It  ALL; 
Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort, 
(501)253-8418. 


HAVE  YOU  CALLED  Dial-A- 
Hymn  this  week?  See  our  ad  on 
page  8. 


NOTCH  ESTATES  —  Branson, 

Mo.  Condo,  1  mile  west  of  Silver 
Dollar  City.  2  BR,  2BA,  sleeps  6. 
Stay  3  nights,  4th  free;  or  4  nights, 
5th  free.  Free  continental  break¬ 
fast.  $95  daily.  (601)  746-4632. 


CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories, 
pulpit/judicial  robes,  paraments. 
MURPHY  ROBES/Mac's  Robes, 
Charles  McGlocklin,  Authorized 
Dealer.  Statewide  1 -800-898- 
MACS. 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 

Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)693-4451^  , 


BIBLIOCIPHER  NOW  available  in 
booklet,  $2  including  s/tv.  Order 
from  Charlie  Marx,  277-Daisy 
Ave.,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39402. 


ATTENTION!  BI-VOCATIONAL 

ministers  and  music  directors: 
Supplement  your  church  income. 
Earn  $^-$1 ,000  per  week  with 
American  Protective.  Leads  fur¬ 
nished,  no  overnight  travel  or  cash 
investment  —  We  train  you.  Call 
(601)  582-9000  for  confidential 
interview. 


CHRISTIAN  ART  —  Lovely  hand¬ 
framed  Scripture  pictures.  Original 
watercolor  designs.  From  $15.00. 
Personalizing  available.  For  FREE 
color  catalog  call  1-800-886-4611. 
The  Crown  Prints  Gallery™. 


GRACE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Philadelphia,  Miss.,  is  seeking  an 
individual  for  the  position  of  Minis¬ 
ter  of. Music  and  Activities. 
Resume  may  be  sent  to  Grace 
Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  239, 
Philadelphia,  MSSSdSO. 


FOR  SALE:  20  pews,  padded  seat 
and  back.  Glendale  BC,  Corinth. 
(601)  287-3325  or  286-2743. 


PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private 
and  church  groups.  From  $54.95 
per  day/  limited  free  miles/  7-  to 
15-seat.  Occasionally  for  sale: 
quality  used  vans.  Auto  &  Truck 
Rental,  Jackson  (601)  948-3391. 
Since  1965. 


KEMPER  ASSOCIATION  is 

seeking  a  bi-vocational  DOM. 
Please  send  resumes  to  Gilbert 
Allan,  P.O.  Box  802,  DeKalb,  MS 
39328. 


SCRIPTURE  T-SHIRTS  —  Great 
for  youth  groups,  children’s 
groups,  or  just  sharing  Jesus. 

Free  brochure:  Not  Ashamed  T- 
Shirts,  P.O.  Box  1454,  Oxford,  MS 
38655-1 454;  (601 )  234-6865.  CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Bap- 

tfstries,  steeples,  &  stained  glass, 
FUND  RAISING  CHURCH  MS  &  ALA.  1-800-830-0583. 
Groups.  Cleaning  product  safe 
and  friendly  to  environment  for 
use  by  households  and  business¬ 
es.  Official  Earth  bay  product. 

Wellness  Associates,  76  Rolling 
Hills  Drive,  Gore  Springs,  MS 


CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  win¬ 
dows  for  churches  and  homes. 
Stained  Glassworks,  Inc.  1 -800- 
VINEYARD  WORKERS  NEEDED  605-2970.  Columbus,  MS. 
in  that  part  of  God’s  vineyard 

called  Baptist  Children’s  Home  —  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Mobile.  Come  plant  seeds  of  love  Flowood.  Used  church  pews  —  44 
and  hope.  Christian  couple  without  available!  (601 )  939-4266. 


Uniform 

Worship  and  witness 


Bible  Book  Life  and  Work 

Salvation  proclaimed  Say  no  to  alcohol,  drugs 


By  Jim  Phillips 
Psalm  96 


The  worship  of  God  is  always  a  pertinent  subject  for 
Christians  to  study.  We  know  from  the  book  of  Acts  that  the 
early  Christians  gathered  for  worship  and  fellowship.  What  is 
not  always  clear,  however,  is  just  what  specifically  constitut¬ 
ed  a  worship  experience?  The  closest  de^ption  in  the  Bible 
of  a  man  truly  worshiping  God  just  may  be  found  in  Isaiah  6. 
But  rare  is  the  occasion  where  God’s  people  get  such  a 
glimpse  of  God  on  Sunday  mornings. 

The  psalm  under  discussion  is«ni?whereby  the  writer  was 
pleading  for  people  to  traly  encounter  God  thr^gh  an  experi¬ 
ence  of  worship  (v.  9).  He  believed  that  just  such  a  happening 
would  impact  ^  follower  of  God  and  would  consequently 
bless  the  name  of  the  Lord.  When  our  eyes  are  removed  from 
our  own  personal  dileirunas  and  are  thus  focused  on  the 
incredible  and  majestic  God  of  ^1  glory,  then  life  will  take  on 
a  whole  new  perspective.  The  psalmist  seems  to  portray  his 
convictions  that  all  of  God’s  lower  orders  of  creation  recog¬ 
nize  their  Creator  and  praise  Jiim  but  he’s  not  so  sure  about 
God’s  higher  order  of  creation  —  basically,  mankind. 

His  activity  (w.  1-3).  The  opening  verses  are  puncurated 
with  a  call  to  song  and  praise.  Our  praise  and  thanksgiving  is 
to  be  voiced  based  on  the  marvelous  works  of  God.  Our  expe¬ 
riences  of  God’s  goodness  and  grace  are  to  be  the  source  of 
our  witness  for  him.  Recalling  his  saving  grade  —  aswell^ 
the  evidences  of  him  sustaining  our  lives  —  should  be  testi¬ 
mony  to  others  near  and  far.  An  occasional  sense  of  God’s 
nearness  and  blessings  upon  us  or  our  family  should  result  in 
a  longing  to  express  it  in  song,  word,  or  deed.  The  worid  is 
waiting  to  hear  about  not  just  what  God  did  long  ago,  but 
about  what  he  is  doing  here  and  now! 

His  attributes  (w.  44»).  In  comparison  to  the  false  gods 
that  the  world  may  claim  as  their  own,  our  God  is  awesome 
and  worthy  of  worship.  The  very  creation  itself  is  evidence 
enough  of  his  righteousness  and  power.  Though  someone 
may  claim  an  idol  or  statue  or  even  a  dead  messiah  as  their 
god,  our  God  is  known  as  having  made  the  heavens.  How  can 
anyone  top  that?  The  psalmist  describes  him  as  filled  with 
splendor,  nuyesty,  strnigth,  and  glory,  and  thus  worthy 
indeed  of  our  fiiUest  attention  and  aUegjaiice.  No  one  is 
deserving  like  tbe  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  for 
man’s  worship  and  praise. 

Our  admowledgpient  (w.  7-10).  An  inventory  of  Yah- 
weh’s  activities  and  attributes  should  prompt  his  followers  to 
a  gracious  and  reverent  response.  It  might  be  helpful  to 
remember  that  whenever  God’s  people  asse^le  for  worship, 
God  is  the  spectator,  while  we  are  the  paitrapants.  To  go  to 
church  to  judge  the  sermon  or  the  singing  is  not  to  be  equated 
with  worship.  As  God’s  people  recognize  the  holiness  and 
righteousness  of  God  and  then  offer  themselves  unto  his  ser¬ 
vice,  only  then  has  worship  actually  taken  place.  If  we  l^ve 
such  a  service  with  no  greater  intent  of  sutrender  or  servitude, 
then  worship  has  been  missed.  The  psalmirt  declares  that  all 
the  earth  should  be  made  aware  of  who  he  is  because  of  who 
we  are  in  him.  The  whole  world  trembles  when  it  becomes 
aware  of  just  who  he  is  and  what  powers  and  rights  he  j^Ids. 
Failure  to  acknowledge  these  truths  by  the  life  that  we  live  is 
to  set  ourselves  up  for  the  judgement  of  God. 

The  creation’s  applause  (w.  11-13).  Regardless  of  the 
faithfulness  of  mankind,  the  psalmist  recognizes  that  all  the 
other  creations  of  God  declare  his  praise  and  glory.  He  wit¬ 
nesses  the  activity  of  nature  and  sees  their  movemente  as 
responsiveness  to  God.  Like  a  poet  inspirrf  to  pen  his 
thoughts,  the  psalmist  states  thitf  the  blowing  of  the  trees,  the 
rushing  of  the  stream,  the  poundmg  of  the  ocean  waves,  and 
even  the  stars  glistening  in  the  heavens  above  all  declare  the 
majesty  and  might  of  God.  Nothing  can  quiet  God’s  handi¬ 
work  from  giving  forth  evidence  of  a  great  and  mighty  God. 

Perhaps  tfiat  is  why  a  stroll  through  the  woods,  taking 
stock  of  the  beauty  arid  complexity  of  God’s  creatioo,  can 
often  lead  someone  to  sense  the  presence  of  God.  As  for  me, 
God’s  signature  is  clearly  seen  on  every  Delta  sunset  over  a 

cotton  field  in  October.  Worship  and  witness  are  to  go  hand 
in  hand  for  all  of  those  who  caU  God  their  Master  and  Jesus 

Christ  their  Savior.  What  wonders  is  he  trying  to  show  you  so 
that  your  witness  for  him  can  be  heard? 

Phillips  ta  pastor,  North  Greenwood  Charck 
Greoiwood. 


By  Ronald  Bishop 
Revelation  14 


Assurance  for  the  saints  (vv.  1-13).  John  took  a  time 
out  for  another  interlude,  apparently  for  the  purpose  of 
assuring  the  ChristianstJf  God’s  favor  for  them  in  the 
midst  of  so  much  persecution  and  promise  of  judgment. 

John  records  a  vision  of  “the  Lamb’’  on  Mt.  Zion.  Cer¬ 
tainly  this  is  Jesus.  He  has  with  him  the  144,000  who 
belong  to  him.  As  in  Chapter  7,  this  figurative  number  (12 
xl2xlOxlOxlO)  refers  to  all  those  who  belong  to. 

God.  No  one  will  be  left  out.  These  alone  know  the  spe¬ 
cial  song  they  are  singing  in  praise  of  God. 

Though  living  Christians  were  facing  heartache,  those 
who  were  already  in  God’s  presence  were  in  bliss.  Just 
who  were  these  people?  They  were  the  redeemed.  They 
lived  for  God  ratiier  than  for  worldly  pleasure.  They  fol¬ 
low  “the  Lamb’’  wherever  he  goes,  even  to  death.  They 
have  been  forgiven  of  their  sins. 

John  saw  an  angel  flying  throughout  heaven,  announc¬ 
ing  that  the  persecutors  of  the  Christians  could  find  new 
life  by  fearing  God  and  worshiping  him.  God  wanted  the 
wicked  ones  to  know  that  he  still  cared  for  them.  He  was 
planning  to  bring  an  end  to  them  but  wanted  to  offer  sal¬ 
vation  to  them  before  the  end  should  come. 

Next  came  the  announcement  of  the  fall  of  “Babylon,” 
surely  a  reference  to  Rome.  Rome  had  not  fallen  at  the 
time  John  wrote  Revelation,  but  neither  had  evil  been 
eliminated  from  the  world.  However,  both  events  were  as 
good  as  done.  It  would  take  mSmj^years  few  Rome  to  fall. 

It  is  taking  even  longer  for  evil  to^ eliminated.  But  the 
final  chapter  in  the  great  struggle  b^«n  good  and  evil 
is  already  written.  God  is  already  the  victor. 

The  announcement  of  the  fall  of  Rome  is  followed  by 
a  warning  to  anyone  who  is  tempted  to  worship  the  beast. 
Rome  was  at  the  height  of  its  greatness,  and  many  found 
it  tempting  to  do  what  was  popular.  Anyone  who  should 
choose  to  deny  Christ  and  worship  the  emperor  in  order 
to  save  his  life  would  “drink  the  wine  of  God’s  wrath.” 
John  considered  death  preferable  to  eternal  separation 
from  God. 

John  made  it  clear  that  this  warning  was  a  call  to 
endurance  for  the  persecuted  Christians.  John  tried  to  find 
a  positive  way  to  tell  the  Christians  that  some  more  of 
them  would  be  killed.  He  did  not  choose  to  pretend  that 
everything  would  be  alright  for  God’s  people.  Instead,  he 
chose  to  remind  them  of  the  reward  of  those  who  die  in 
the  Lord. 

The  coming  Judgment  (w.  14-20).  Then  John  saw  a 
vision  of  Jesus  seated  on  a  cloud,  waiting  to  claim  his 
people.  An  angel  appeared  and  announce  that  the  time 
had  come  to  gather  in  the  ripe  harvest.  Jesus  then  reaped 
the  earth.  Another  angel  ap^ared,  dso  having  a  sickle. 
One  more  angel  appeared,  announcing  that  the  time  had 
come  for  this  angel  to  reap  the  vine  of  the  earth. 

This  crop  should  be  understood  as  the  wicked  people 
of  the  earth,  for  they  are  thrown  into  the  “wine  press  of 
the  wrath  of  G^.”  This  harvest  was  trodden  until  blood 
flowed  from  the  winepress  several  feet  deep  for  many 
miles. 

John’s  point  in  this  chapter  seems  to  be  to  remind  the 
persecuted  Christians  that  the  time  will  come  when  God 
will  judge  all  people.  Those  who  are  God’s  people  will  be 
gathered  into  God’s  presence.  Those  who  are  not  God’s 
people  will  suffer  the  consequences  of  rejecting  God’s 
invitation  to  a  righteous  life. 

To  be  dogmatic  and  build  complex  systems  of  theology 
on  minor  details  of  his  vision  probably  is  to  miss  Revela¬ 
tion’s  primary  message.  Instead,  modem  Christians 
should  embrace  the  Imic  message  God  sent  to  the  first- 
century  Christians:  God  will  judge  evildoers.  Make  sure 
you  part  of  God’s  people  and  be  faithful  to  God. 

Bishop  teaiclies  philosophy  and  religion  at  Jones 
County  Junior  CoUege,  Ellisville. 


By  Cynthia  Douglas 
Daniel  1;  2  Corinthians  6, 7; 
Ephesians  5 


Why  should  1  say  no  to  alcohol  and  drugs? 

Because  the  Bible  warns  us  against  abusing  our  bodies 
with  alcohol  and  drugs.  Does  the  problem  exist  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States?  Statistics  reveal  15.3  million  people  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  meet  the  criteria  for  either  alcohol  abuse  or  alco¬ 
holism. 

'Alcohol  consumption,  misuse,  and  consequences  are 
estimated  to  cost  our  society  $86  million  each  year.  Facts 
show  that  95%  of  violent  crimes  on  campus  and  40%  of 
academic  problems  are  alcohol-related. 

The  Richmond  (Va.)  ‘Times-Dispatch”  reported  in 
1995:  “Seventy  to  eighty  percent  of  the  demand  for  cocaine 
came  from  white,  mostly  suburban  users.”  Nearly  3(X),000 
babies  are  bom  each  year  to  dmg-addicted  women. 

Because  of  my  personal  conviction  (Dan.  1:8-16). 

Daniel  was  a  handsome  young  man,  chosen  by  the  king 
from  among  the  exiles,  to  be  trained  to  enter  the  king’s  ser¬ 
vice.  But  Daniel  refused  the  rich  food  and  wine  because  he 
resolved  not  to  defile  himself  (v.  8).  Instead,  he  asked  to  be 
fed  vegetables  and  water  for  10  days.  After  the  10  days, 
Daniel  was  healthier  and  stronger  than  the  men  who  ate  the 
rich  food  (v.  15). 

Choosing  not  to  drink  alcoholic  beverages  or  to  use 
dmgs  requires  strong  personal  convictions  based  on  a  love 
for  God  and  confidence  in  his  teachings.  God  empowere  his 
followers  and  he  expects  us  to  live  in  a  manner  which  is 
pleasing  to  him.  God  desires  the  best  for  us  and  he  desires 
that  we  avoid  the  pain  and  agony  caused  by  alcohol  and 
dmgs.  He  is  the  reason  for  our  joy  —  we  need  no  other 
stimulant! 

Because  of  my  relationsliip  with  God  (2  Cor.  6:16- 
18).  God’s  people  are  to  avoid  behavior  which  is  not  con¬ 
sistent  with  their  special  relationship  with  him.  Verse  16 
repeats  a  covenant  God  made  with  his  pet^le  as  given  in 
Leviticus  26: 12:  “I  will  be  their  God,  and  they  will  be  my 

people.”  ...  .  ,  , 

Believers  cannot  participate  in  worldly,  social  pleasures 
which  dishonor  God.  He  calls  us  to  “come  out  from  them 
and  be  separate”  (v.  17).  God  cautions  his  followers  to 
“touch  no  unclean  thing”  (v.  17)  and  he  will  receive  them 
as  a  father  does  to  his  sons  and  daughters. 

The  closer  we  draw  to  God,  the  more  we  desire  lives 
which  are  pleasing  to  him.  We  no  longer  ask:  “What  can  I 
get  by  withT’  but  we  ask:  “God,  what  would  you  have  me 

Because  of  my  response  to  God’s  promises  (2  Cor. 
7:1).  In  the  verses  preceding  2  Corinthians  7,  Paul  stated 
some  wonderful  promises  of  God.  One  promise  was  God 
had  said  he  would  walk  with  them,  dwell  in  them,  and  be 
their  (jod.  Another  promise  was  God  would  be  a  Father  to 
them  if  they  would  separate  themselves  from  the  unclean. 

Paul  now  said  because  of  all  the  promises  of  God,  we 
are  to  “cleanse  ourselves  fixim  all  filthiness  of  the  flesh  and 
spirit.”  Therefore,  believers  are  to  say  no  to  all  forms  of 
alcohol  and  mind-altering  dmgs. 

About  two  in  every  five  Mississippians  will  be  involvM 
in  an  alcohol-related  crash  during  their  lifetime.  Alcohol  is 
involved  in  at  least  45%  of  all  traffic  fatalities.  Crime  relat¬ 
ed  to  alcohol  is  approaching  the  price  tag  of  ^  billion. 
Believers  must  respond  to  God’s  lovekby  fleeing  every 
appearance  of  evil!  . 

Because  of  my  desire  to  live  wisely  (Eph.  5:15-18).  A 
wise  person  understands  the  will  of  God  and  walks  in  his 
way.  This  person  is  filled  with  the  Spirit  and  their  lives 
show  his  love  in  every  action.  Christians  desire  to  yield 
control  of  their  lives  to  the  Holy  Spirit  rather  than  to  alco¬ 
hol  and  dmgs. 

The  temptations  to  drink  alcoholic  beverages,  use  illegal 
dmgs,  and  abuse  prescription  dmgs  exist  in  our  society.  But 
God’s  Word  teaches  believers  to  flee  every  appearance  of 
evil.  Because  of  his  great  love  for  us  and  our  choice  to  live 
for  him,  we  are  able  to  say  no  to  alcohol  and  dmgs. 
Douglas  is  a  member  of  First  Church,  Columbus. 
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Mission  volunteers  wounded 
■  in  inner-city  teens’  crossfire 


LAWYER  ASKS  FOR  DISMISSAL  OF  LA.  PROFESSORS’ 
LAWSUIT:  PINEVILLE.  La.  (ABP)  —  A  defamation  suit  filed  in 
June  by  four  professors  at  Louisiana  College  (an  institution  of  the 
Louisiana  Baptist  Convention)  should  be  dismissed  on  grounds  that  it 
violates  the  separation  of  church  and  state,  argued  a  defendant’s  attor¬ 
ney  in  a  paper  filed  in  July.  The  U.S.  and  Louisiana  constitutions  “for¬ 
bid  courts  from  interfering  in  the  ecclesiastical  matters  of  religious 
groups,”  attorney  Dale  Smith  argued  in  a  brief  asking  for  disinissal  of 
the  suit  filed  in  a  state  court  against  his  client,  Leon  Hyatt  of  Pineville. 
Louisiana  College  professors  Carlton  Winbery,  Fred  Downing,  James 
Heath,  and  Connie  Douglas  sued  Hyatt  and  others  responsible  for  pub¬ 
lishing  and  distributing  letters  last  year  the  professors  claim  were  false 
and  defamatory.  Among  charges  in  the  letters,  which  were  circulated 
by  conservatives  prior  to  last  year’s  state  convention  meeting,  were 
that  the  teachers  taught  anti-Christian  values,  exposed  students  to 
pornography,  and  urged  tolerance  of  homosexuality  and  abortion.  The 
professors’  lawsuit  termed  those  and  other  charges  “absolutely  and 
patently  false.”  In  addition  to  First  Amendment  grounds,  according  to 
the  Louisiana  “Baptist  Message,”  Smith  asked  fo|^  dismis.sal  arguing 
the  charges  are  too  vague  for  the  defendant  to  respond  to  appropriately 
or  defend. 

BROADMAN  &  HOLMAN  RECEIVES  THREE  AWARDS: 
NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Broadman  &  Holman  (B&H)  Publishers  of  the 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  has  received  three  Impact  awards  from 
retailers  atteriding  the  annual  Christian  Booksellers  Association  Con¬ 
vention  in  July  in  Anaheim,  Calif  B&H  has  been  cited  for  three  con¬ 
secutive  years  with  Impact  awards,  which  are  given  annually  for  pro¬ 
motional  materials  and  campaigns.  The  B&H  awards  were:  outstand¬ 
ing  design  in  in-store  poster  display  for  the  “Christy:  The  Sweetest 
aft  Video  Po.ster;  ”  outstanding  design  in  a  special  sale  campaign  for 
a  previously  released  product  for  the  “ UltraThin  Bible  Campaign;" 
and  outstanding  design  in  a  product  introduction  piece  for  the  “Span¬ 
ish  Bibles  Educational  Flip  Chart.  ” 

TEXAS  CHURCH  SENDS  LETTER  URGING  OPPOSITION 
TO  CLINTON:  LAKE  JACKSON,  Texas  (ABP)  —  A  Texas  Baptist 
church  has  mailed  more  than  7,000  letters  calling  for,  the  defeat  of 
President  Bill  Clinton  and  other  cahdidates  who  favor  abortion  rights,  ' 
a  move  that  could  violate  a  ban  on  electioneering  by  tax-exempt 
groups.  Leaders  at  Second  Church  in  Lake  Jackson,  Texas,  defended 
the  mailing  as  educational.  Ronnie  Whitehead,  associate  pastor  of  the 
Lake  Jackson  church,  said  the  goal  of  the  letter  was  to  educate  voters 
and  encourage  them  to  “look  at  what  the  word  of  God  says”  before 
casting  their  vote.  Whitehead  told  a  reporter  it’s  no  secret  that  the 
Democratic  Party  is  pro-choice.  He  said  he  knew  that  the  mailing 
might  raise  questions  about  the  church’s  tax-exempt  status  but  that  he 
consulted  legal  counsel  first.  Whitehead  said  the  church  created  and 
mailed  the  letter  with  “designated  funds.”  Phil  Strickland,  director  of 
the  Texas  Baptist  Christian  Life  Commission,  said.  “It  is  clear  that 
churches  can’t  support  or  oppose  a  specific  candidate  and  remain  a 
tax-exempt  organization.”  Strickland  said  it  was  hard  to  see  how  the 
letter  could  be  interpreted  in  any  way  except  as  opposing  a  particular 
candidate.  In  199.^  the  IRS  stripped  a  New  York  church  of  its  tax- 
exempt  status  after  the  church  placed  newspaper  advertisements  urging 
Christians  to  vote  against  then-presidential  candidate  Bill  Clinton.  The 
IRS  decision  hasriieen  appealed  in  that  case  by  Pat  Robertson’s  Ameri¬ 
can  Center  foitLaw  and  Justice  and  is  still  pending. 

KAREN  GROSS  DIES  AFTER  CANCER  BATTLE:  NASHVILLE 
—  Karen  Ru.s.scv  Gross,  Bible  Learners  biblical  studies  designer  in  the 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board's  Bible  teaching-reaching  division,  died 
Aug.  6  of  cancer.  She  joined  the  staff  of  the  BSSB  in  1994  after  sett  ing 
three  years  as  products  editor  at  Woman's  Missionary  Union  in  Birm¬ 
ingham,  Ala.  She  was  GA/Missions  Friends  director  for  Arkansas  in 
1976-77  and  minister  of  education  at  First  Church,  Hope,  1978-81. 
She  also  served  as  a  home  missionary  in  Arkansas  and  as  a  Missionary 
Journeyman  in  Vietnam.  Gross  is  sun'ived  by  her  husband  Bob  and 
daughter  Janan. 

SPECIAL  AWARDS  HIGHLIGHT  COVENANT  AWARDS 
CEREMONY:  FORT  WORTH  (BP)  —  Larry  Poland,  Michael  War¬ 
ren,  and  the  CBS  television  program  “Touched  By  An  Angel”  received 
special  “Covenant”  awards  at  the  third  annual  Covenant  Awards  Cere¬ 
mony  Aug.  2.  Covenant  is  an  Radio  and  Television  Commission 
(RTVC)  ministry  that  prtxiuces  and  promotes  Christian  family  values 
programming.  FamilyNet  and  ACTS  are  the  RTVC’s  broadcast  and 
cable  television  services,  which  telecast  the  ceremony  live  from  RTVC 
studios  in  Fort  Worth.  Award  recipient  Poland  is  founder  of  Masterme- 
dia  International,  a  nonprofit  Christian  organization  that  works  with 
media  leaders  in  Hollywood  and  New  York.  Warren  received  his 
award  for  his  role  in  bringing  moral  values  to  prime-time  television 
through  programs  like  “Family  Matters.”  The  award  to  “Touched  By 
An  Angel”  was  presented  by  former  “Dukes  of  Hazzard”  star  John 
Schneider,  who  appeared  in  one  of  last  season’s  episodes. 


CHICAGO  (ABP)  —  Two  Tex¬ 
ans  on  a  youth  mission  trip  were 
wounded  by  cross  fire  during  a 
shoot-out  Aug.  3  in  inner-city 
Chicago. 

Ali  Stanke,  one  of  nine  youths 
on  the  trip  from  Seventh  &  James 
Church  in  Waco,  was  grazed  by  a 
bullet  She  was  treated  at  a  Chicago 
hospital  and  released.  She  and  a 
friend  flew  home  to  Waco  the  next 
day. 

Linda  McManness,  one  of  four 
adult  sponsors,  was  shot  in  the 
thigh.  She  stayed  in  the  hospital  two 
ni^ts  and  ro^  home  with  the  rest 


of  the  Seventh  &  James  group  at 
the  end  of  the  week-long  mission 
trip. 

The  Texans  had  just  completed 
their  orientation  at  Uptown  Church 
in  inner-city  Chicago  when  they 
became  trapped  in  the  cross  fire 
between  two  gun-todng  teens. 

“We  walked  out  of  the  church 
about  10  minutes  after  9  (p.ni.),” 
said  Susie  Shearer,  youth  minister 
at  the  Waco  church.  “And  although 
it  was  dark  outside,  I  wasn’t  too 
concerned.  The  area  was  well  lit 
with  a  McDonald’s  across  the 
street,  and  there  was  a  lot  of  activity 
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Ron  Numbower.  Pta.D. 
mnister  of  CounaeUng 
First  Ctaurch,  Jackson 


How  can  I  encourage  my 
teenagers,  who  feel  disgraced 
over  their  father’s  adultery?  They 
are  ashamed  and  depressed. 

Depression  is  “frozen  rage.” 
Being  ashamed  is  experiencing 
feelings  of  inferiority  or  unwor¬ 
thiness.  These  are  very  real  feel¬ 
ings  for  teenagers,  who  believe 
they  live  in  an  idealistic  world 
where  nothing  bad  will  ever  hap¬ 
pen  to  them.  When  reality  hits, 
that  idealistic  world  is  shattered. 
You  can’t  take  away  the  hurt.  Let 
them  talk,  cry,  shout,  whatever  it 
takes  (short  of  physical  violence) 
to  work  out  their  pain.  Christian 
counseling  or  the  listening  ear  of 
a  trusted  adult  is  also  a  good 
idea,  especially  if  you  find  you 
cannot  cope  with  their  pain. 
Teenagers  must  learn  to  solve 
problems  and  work  out  solutions 
as  they  grow  into  adults.  You  can 
encourage  —  “put  courage  in”  — 
these  young  people,  walking 
beside  them  just  as  God  does. 
This  may  be  difficult  as  you 
work  through  your  own  prob¬ 
lems.  Your  objectivity  right  now 


is  pretty  skewed.  That  is  another 
good  reason  to  seek  Christian 
counseling  for  you  and  your  chil¬ 
dren. 

My  AIDS-stricken  son  made 
me  promise  to  tell  people  he  had 
cancer.  He  has  passed  away,  but 
I'm  still  saying  he  had  cancer. 
How  should  I  handle  this  in  the 
future? 

Look  at  both  sides.  If  you  tell 
the  truth,  what  will  people  say? 
Good  friends  will  understand  and 
go  on,  while  others  will  likely 
pass  judgment.  Your  spirit  may 
be  telling  you  that  you  cannot  go 
on  with  this  lie,  and  your  taking 
time  to  write  for  advice  indicates 
that  this  situation  goes  against 
your  value  system.  Jesus  said,  ”... 
you  will  know  the  truth,  and  the 
truth  will  set  you  free”  (John 
8:32,  NIV).  You  will  not  be  dis¬ 
crediting  your  son  by  telling  the 
truth,  especially  since  you  indi¬ 
cated  in  your  letter  that  he 
repented  of  his  lifestyle  and 
rededicated  his  life  to  God.  What 
a  testimony! 


on  the  street  —  people  walking 
their  dogs  and  others  out  with  their 
children  in  strollers.” 

The  group  was  partway  down 
the  street  when  a  boy  on  a  bicycle 
sped  by,  followed  by  a  group  of 
girls  who  were  running.  Shearer 
said.  An  adult  sponsor  heard  cme  of 
the  running  girls  say,  “I’m  not 
going  to  let  him  shoot  me.” 

Before  the  Texans  could  react, 
two  other  Chicago  youth  were 
among  them  —  one  in  the^  street 
and  another  by  them  on  the  side¬ 
walk  —  shooting  at  each  other. 

“We  crouch^  behind  a  car,  but 
by  that  time,  two  people  had  been 
hit,”  Shearer  noted.  “We  stayed 
down  until  a  policeman  came.”  The 
youngsters  with  the  guns  fled.  Nei¬ 
ther  Uptown  pastor  Tom  Maluga 
nor  Shearer  knows  if  they  have 
been  arrested,  they  said. 

Even  though  the  shoot-out  was 
harrowing.  Seventh  &  James 
Clhurch  and  members  of  the  mission 
trip  also  remain  committed  to  shar¬ 
ing  God’s  love.  Shearer  said. 

“We’ve  had  some  amazing  dis¬ 
cussions  with  the  youth  grewp,”  she 
explained.  “One  of  the  main  things 
we’ve  discussed  is  this  could  hap¬ 
pen  anywhere,  and  this  is  why  we 
do  missions. 

“We’ve  talked  with  our  kids 
about  the  sanctity  of  life....  (but) 
these  kids  (involved  in  the  shoot¬ 
ing)  have  never  been  told  they  are 
valuable,  and  it  stands  to  reason 
they  wouldn’t  value  others’  lives.” 

'Consequently,  the  witness  of 
Christians  is  particularly  valuable, 
because  they  can  tell  people  who 
have  not  experienced  love  that 
Christ  loves  them,  and  they  can 
demonstrate  that  love  with  their 
own  actions,  she  said. 

Since  hate-inspired  violence  can 
happen  any  place,  the  Seventh  & 
James  congregation,  wants  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  do  missions  —  in  Waco  as 
well  as  big  cities  like  Chicago, 
Shearer  reported. 

Maluga  said  he  believes  Chris¬ 
tians  should  take  risks  to  do  mis¬ 
sions,  even  in  difficult  places.  “The 
book  of  Acts  is  full  of  people  who 
took  risks,”  he  said. 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LIfeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord.  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  NS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief,  name 
is  not  required.  Remembert  in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make 
recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 
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SARSLOUVL  NKF:  LSQSV 

This  lueek’s  clue:  N  equals  T. 

Haiv  fun  unfit  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 
fames  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error. 
Answer  to  last  uvek's  puzzle:  Philippians  One:  Nine. 
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